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Bruce Springsteen (r) wails on his Telecaster as Bobby Bandiera (l) and Jon Bon Jovi (c) 
look on at the recent Hope Concert IV held at the Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank. (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)

Bon Jovi, Bruce Help Raise $250,000
By Tom Burkard

New Jersey's born and raised rock gods, 
Jon Bon Jovi and Bruce Springsteen made 
history, while turning in sensational perfor-
mances at the Hope Concert IV on December 
22nd at Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank. 
The homegrown, mega-music superstars  
shared the same stage for a very important 
fundraiser, The Hope Concert IV.  

Bon Jovi, a former Sayreville resident, 
was the top draw in a star-studded lineup 
of Jersey rockers that included Southside 
Johnny Lyons, Gary U.S. Bonds, Bobby 
Bandiera, The Jersey Shore Rock-N-Soul 
Revue, Nicole Atkins, Brian Fallon, Tim 
McLoone and The Shirleys.  Springsteen was 
not officially listed on the program.

Bon Jovi turned in an outstanding short 
set of songs including "Lost Highway," "Blue 
Christmas," and hooked up for a duet with 
Southside Johnny on "This Time It's For 
Real."  Jon's version of "Blue Christmas" 
is so excellent, that it rates right up there 
with the original one done by "The King," 
Elvis Presley.   Bon Jovi followed his hit, 
"Who Says You Can't Go Home," by wel-
coming a special guest- none other than 
the legendary Bruce Springsteen onstage.  
"The Boss" quickly made his presence 
felt by playing an incredibly wild lead and 
singing backup vocals to Bobby Bandiera 
on the Chuck Berry Christmas classic, "Run 
Rudolph Run."  Bruce then sang lead on 
"Merry Christmas Baby," and had the house 
rockin' while singing his signature Christmas 
anthem, "Santa Claus Is Coming To Town," 

with a very large Santa Claus, (AKA "Big" 
Joe Henry of New Jersey 101.5 FM radio 
station) standing beside him.  "The Boss" 
was having a real blast, and doubled over in 
a fit of laughter when he saw Santa come out.  
During this number, Springsteen took over 
the role of director, and got the audience to 
participate in call- and-response.  Everyone 
was singing, dancing and really enjoying this 
memorable evening.  Bruce's next song was 
"634-5789," a catchy tune originally recorded 
by Wilson Pickett.  Bon Jovi sang lead on 
Bruce's popular "Tenth Avenue Freeze-Out," 
and Southside Johnny kept the festivities 
rockin' with "Havin' A Party," while some 
of his horn section walked up to the balcony, 
and played there, while Bruce laughed and 
pointed to them.  

Most of the crowd didn't realize it, but 
history was in the making when Jon and 
"The Boss" performed on the same stage.  
This marked the first time that they played 
together since they were named by "Billboard 
Magazine" as the Top 2 touring acts in the 
world for 2008.  The band Bon Jovi finished 
#1, grossing $210.6 million, and sold over 
2 million tickets during its "Lost Highway" 
tour.  Springsteen was ranked #2 with his 
"Magic" tour, grossing $204.5 million.  
Amazing isn't it?  Two Jersey boys ranked 
1-2 in the world in the music industry!  Bruce 
and Jon have been old friends for many years, 
going back to the late 1970's and early 80's 
at the Jersey Shore clubs where Bruce was 
performing, and Jon would sit in.  They both 

seemed to be enjoying the night, laughing a 
lot, and whispering back and forth to each 
other throughout the song breaks.

Bobby Bandiera, the Music Director of 
the show, and his band, The Jersey Shore 
Rock-N-Soul Revue turned in a fabulous 
performance with its perfect musicianship 
and vocals on California covers from the 
'60's, "Somebody To Love," "Touch Me," 
and "Monday, Monday."  Former South 
Amboy resident and St. Mary's Grammar 
School graduate, Joe Bellia did an amazing 
job on percussion/drums.

Tickets for The Hope Concert IV were 
$500 each, and the event was an overwhelm-
ing success, as it raised over $250,000 for 
the benefit of The Parker Family Health 
Center in Red Bank.  In addition, concert-
goers brought in over 10,000 pounds of food 
donations for the Food Bank of Monmouth 
and Ocean Counties.

Congratulations Jon, Bruce and every-
one who donated their time and talents for 
these great causes!

Sayreville Gets 
$15,000 Grant

The Borough of Sayreville received a 
grant for $15,000 from the federal Highway 
Administration Recreational Trails Program 
for maintenance and improvements at the 
Julian L. Capik Nature Preserve.  In 2007, 
the borough received $6,000 and in '06 was 
awarded $25,000 from the program.

According to Sayreville Recreation 
Director Jerry Ust, this year's grant was used 
for trail remediation, as some trails were 
eroded and overrun by grass.   

Renovations Will 
Be Complete By 

2010
The Sayreville War Memorial High 

School renovation project will be completed 
by June 2010.  On Dec. 9, Borough voters 
approved a school-bond referendum ques-
tion for $2.2 million, by a 1,626 to 1,435 
margin.

Initially, the project was approved for 
$46.5 million in April 2005 by voters, but 
the renovation costs exceeded the initial 
amount.  The target date for completion was 
originally set for August 2009.

Kelly, Eicher Sworn 
In

Republican Kenneth Kelly and Demo-
crat Lisa Eicher were sworn in to the Borough 
of Sayreville's Council on New Year's Day.  
They were both victorious in a four-way race 
for the seats in the Nov. 4th election.

Kelly and Eicher succeeded Democratic 
Councilmen Dennis Grobelny 65, and Rory 
Zach 51, who chose not to run for re-election.  
Both men were honored at the Dec. 15th 
council meeting, as Republican Mayor Ken-
nedy O'Brien presented them with plaques, 
and praised them for their years of service 
to the Borough.  Grobelny was Council 
President last year and served for six years, 
while Zach served three years.

Baseball/Softball 
Registration

The South Amboy Youth A.A. is cur-
rently holding registration for Baseball/
Softball for the 2009 season.  The deadline 
for registering children is March 1st, and 
no late registrations will be accepted.  For 
complete information on registration, go to: 
www.leaguelineup.com/SAYAA.

Kosmoski Re-
Elected

Richard J. Kosmoski of Parlin has been 
re-elected as President of the NJ Volunteer 
Fire Chiefs Association.  During his 27-year 
tenure with the Association, he has held 
various positions on the Executive Board 
before assuming the Presidency in 1996, a 
position he has held ever since.

Under his leadership, the Chief's Asso-
ciation has grown in prominence as one of 
the top fire organizations in the State of New 
Jersey.  As President, Kosmoski represents 
the Volunteer Chiefs at the NJ Fire Service 
Institute Caucus.  He also represents fire 
chiefs from throughout the State of New 
Jersey in all aspects pertaining to firematics.  
This includes legislation, firefighter safety 
and survival, benefits packages, and the 
general well-being of firefighters.  Kosmoski 
has been an active member of the Sayreville 
Fire Dept. for over 35 years and is a past 
chief of the President Park Independent 
Fire Company.

The New Jersey Volunteer Fire Chief's 
Association is open to all current or ex-
chiefs, assistant chiefs, battalion or deputy 
chiefs, captains, and lieutenants serving in 
a volunteer capacity in any fire department 
within NJ.  For more info call 732-570-7183 
or e-mail njvfc@optonline.net.  Congratula-
tions, Rich! 
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The beautifully decorated home of Robert and Karen Aperawic in Parlin was selected a 1st 
place winner again in the Borough of Sayreville's Holiday Decorating contest.  The Aperawic’s, 
home and front lawn was almost entirely covered with marvelous, bright decorations, and 
has been a must-see for locals who enjoy driving around looking at Christmas decorations.  
There were 12 additional 1st place winners.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

O'Briens Honored By Seattle U.
Former South Amboy resident, Paul 

Ust, who now lives in the state of Washing-
ton sent us a story from The Seattle Times 
newspaper, which featured a photo of South 
Amboy natives, the O'Brien Twins, Johnny 
and Eddie, at the University's homecoming, 
as it moved back to Divison I competition 
for the first time in 29 years.  They were 
honored guests along with other Seattle U. 
basketball legends. Johnny and Eddie are two 
of the greatest athletes in the University's 
history, and literally put the west coast school 
on the sports map, with their outstanding 
baseball and basketball contributions in the 
early 1950's. 
In Memoriam

Helen Wolff, 88, of Parlin died on 
Dec. 20.  She and her husband owned J & 
H Exterminators in Parlin for many years.  
Adeline "Dolly" Wranovics, 80, of Parlin 
died on Dec. 24.  She was a former Board 
of Education member, committee woman for 
the Democrats, and member of the Sayreville 
Lady Dems organization.  Robert Kipp, 89, 
of Sayreville died on Dec. 26.  During World 
War II, he participated in the invasion of 
Iwo Jima and Okinawa.  In 1961, he began 
working for Raritan River Railroad, and 
worked his way to the top, retiring as Vice-
President/General Manager in '83.  Dorothy 
Solinski, 89, of Sayreville died on Dec. 31.  
Prior to retiring, she was the owner/operator 
of Frank's Grocery, also known as Mochen's 
in Sayreville for 40 years.  Sister Mary Rose 
Burghardt, 94, died on Jan. 2.  She was a well-
respected Sister of Mercy who once taught 
at St. Mary's.  Geraldine "Gerri" LaVigne, 
72, of South Amboy died on Jan. 5.  She 
was a fine lady known for her kind words 
to all.  Eugene Conselyea, 64, of Sayreville 
died on Jan. 5.  He was owner/operator of 
Gene's Pastry in Sayreville for 35 years.  
Lewis, "Mike" Masterson, 80, of Sayreville 
died on Jan. 6.  He was an honor guard with 
Sayreville VFW Post 4699, and was also 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.The senior class president of Hoff-

man High in 1983?  a.Catarina Gonsalves 
b.Sharon Coyle c.Brigitte Rittenhouse

2.President of V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary 
Post 4699 of Sayreville in '80?  a.Ann Kielian 
b.Edwina Armstrong c.Lisa Antoinetta

3.Frog Hollow's Chairman of the Board 
in 1962?  a.Allie Clark b.James Van Derveer 
c.Ed Paczkowski

4.In '74, the Morgan Pharmacy was 
located at?  a.Route 35 North b.South Pine 
Ave. c.Old Spye Rd.

5.South Amboy's City Council Presi-
dent in 1993?  a.James Reick b.Fred Henry 
c.John Kelly 

6.President of the Sayreville Young 
Democrats in 1976?  a.John Wisniewski 
b.John Wojcik c.James Robinson

7.The Mayor of South Amboy in '52 
was?  a.John D. Leonard b.Thorvald Olsen 
c.Joseph McKeon

8.The Chief of Sayreville Fire Dept. in 
1979?  a.John Kennedy b.Francis Waitt Jr. 
c.Ronald Skwira

9.In 1988, this hot dog business, featur-
ing Italian hot dogs was located at the bottom 
of George St. in South Amboy?  a.Doggy 
Delight b.Super Dogs c.Just Dogs

10.In 1962, the Chief of the Morgan Fire 
Co. was?  a.Douglas Sprague Sr. b.George 
Spiecker c.Alexander Switzer

11.What year was the groundbreaking 
for the current South Amboy First Aid build-
ing?  a.1953 b.1957 c.1959

12.Sayreville's Borough Council Presi-
dent in 1980?  a.Felix Wisniewski b.William 
Jackson c.Raniero Travisano 

Answers
1b 2a 3b 4b 5a 6c 7b 8a 9c 10c 11c 

12a.

selected "Lion of the Year" for 1987-88 by 
the Morgan Lions Club.   

They will be missed but never forgot-
ten.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Carefree Bus Tours

Carefree Bus Tours has been in 
business for 40 years.  It is a family-
owned and operated business located 
in Clifton, NJ.  Carefree operates daily 
line service to Atlantic City from Perth 
Amboy, Woodbridge, Fords, South 
Amboy, Sayreville, and Old Bridge.  A 
round trip transfer still costs only $25, 
with a $20 bonus coupon upon arrival 
at the casinos.  Carefree operates luxury 
56 passenger charter bus service to any 
destination in the United States.  Please 
feel free to call for your groups charter 
needs.  1-800-640-9429.

Owner Paul Lenoir started the 
business in 1969 with one school bus, 
followed by and MCI motor coach, and 
called the company Carefree because 
"it described me and my lifestyle."   40 
years later, the company still reflects the 
owner's cheerful and upbeat attitude.   The 
MCI coaches are known for their style, 
dependability and safety factors, and 
passengers who use Carefree Bus Tours 
are always pleasantly satisfied, and look 
forward to returning for its outstanding 
mode of transportation.  Lenoir said, "The 
MCI coaches are the best in the world.  I 
wouldn't have anything else.  The model 
appeals to our passengers.  They like the 
sleek design.  MCI made the front of the 
D coach beautiful-looking too."

Safety is of the utmost importance 
to Lenoir and his staff of Carefree Bus 
Tours.  Lenoir, who received an award 

from the American Heart Association, is 
a volunteer medic, and made it a priority 
to install defibrillators on several coaches, 
along with having two-thirds of his drivers 
trained in CPR.  He said, "A defibrillator 
is 80% effective in saving a life.  Defibril-
lators bring peace of mind.  You've got to 
be prepared."

Carefree's management lineup in-
cludes Lenoir's wife, Marge, oldest son 
and maintenance supervisor, Paul Jr., and 
youngest son Matt, who is responsible for 
the office and dispatch along with assistant 
Chantel.  Carefree employs 31 qualified 
drivers, and the list is long with driver 
applicants.  Carefree treats its drivers very 
well, and Lenoir said, "Some have been 
with us for over 25 years."  In addition, 
Carefree operates a full-service mainte-
nance shop that's qualified for inspection 
work.  The company is a member of the 
Greater New Jersey Motor-Coach Asso-
ciation.  Carefree certainly does "Care" 
for the needy, and is most charitable to 
different groups with surprises and dona-
tions. Lenoir recently donated 56 tickets 
and motor coach transportation to a Radio 
City holiday show.

Try Carefree out today.  You'll enjoy 
traveling first-class in style and safety, and 
use Carefree time and time again.    

For further information on Carefree 
Bus Tours, and to find out its daily time 
schedule to Atlantic City from our local 
area, call 1-800-640-9429.

Christina Olender(l), CEO of Parlin DuPont Employees Federal Credit Union presents 
Sgt. Shawn O'Donnell with a donation to the Sayreville Domestic Violence Response 
Team.

DuPont Credit Union gives Christmas 
Gift to DVRT

Each year the Parlin DuPont Employees 
Federal Credit Union Board shows their 
support of the Sayreville Domestic Violence 
Response Team by making a donation to 
their annual fundraiser.  This year, in lieu 
of their annual Christmas gift exchange, the 
Credit Union board and staff also agreed 
to each make a donation to a worthy local 
organization.  They collected $375.00 and the 
board voted to donate it all to the Sayreville 
Domestic Violence Response Team.  The 
Sayreville D.V.R.T. is a volunteer organiza-
tion and has been providing assistance and 
aid to victims of domestic violence.   The 

DuPont Credit Union maintains a drop off bin 
for used cell phones which are turned over to 
the D.V.R.T., which are then refurbished and 
provided to people in need.  DuPont Credit 
Union is proud to support this worthwhile 
organization.

The Parlin DuPont Credit Union has 
been providing low cost financial services 
to the employees of the DuPont Company in 
Parlin since 1937 and has expanded its field 
of membership to include the employees of 
the Borough of Sayreville, Exel, Co Inc and 
the Sayreville Education Association. 

Pictured (l-r) Albert  Lenoir, Carefree owner Paul Lenoir, Sr., George Kunzweiler.
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Sayreville Fire Marshal Kevin Krushinski (c) was awarded "County Fire Prevention Inspector 
of 2008" recently  by The Middlesex County Fire Prevention and Protection Association.  
Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski (l) presented Kevin with a Joint Legislative Resolution 
honoring him. Kevin’s wife Jennifer (r) proudly looks on.  The Mayor and Borough Council 
also acknowledged Kevin with a Certificate of Recognition. (Photo submitted) 

Yearbook-St. Mary's 1984
By Tom Burkard

Msgr. Gerety was St. Mary's pastor, and 
other priests included Reverends LaBonte, 
McKnight, and Simon.  Popular teacher at 
the high school were: Carol Smarch, Kath-
leen Turk, Bill Urbanski, Karen Rossetti, 
Sister Nathaniel, Sister M. Grata, William 
Ryan, Eugene Malhame, and Nancy Csur-
bak.  Jeanne Polinski was the Guidance 
Counselor, and JoAnn Testa the Librarian.  
Patricia Burke was the School Nurse.  Ade-
line Tiritelli and Ruth Kuchinski were and 
still are school secretaries.

The new school year was barely a month 
old when the shocking news from Beirut, 
Lebanon, that 216 sleeping U.S. Marines 
were killed after a truck loaded with TNT 
drove into the U.S. Marines Headquarters 
Building, and detonated.

While on the St. Mary's scene, the Class 
of '84 had plenty of extra-curricular activi-
ties to keep them busy.  The 3rd Annual Fall 
Dance was a huge success.  Fave clothing 
styles of the day, worn at the dance by the 
girls were plastic leather or silk pants, and 
the boys could be seen wearing piano ties 
and sleeveless velour shirts.  The class chose 
"Come On Feel The Noise" by Quiet Riot 
as its official school anthem.  The Battle of 
the Sexes was tons of fun for the students, 
and featured the Balloon Pass and Musical 
Chairs.  The Christmas Ball was a beauti-
ful night to remember, and was held at the 
Dorian Manor in Old Bridge.  Everyone 
had a blast at the Senior-Faculty volleyball 
game.  The Academic Quiz was really "One 
for the books."

The yearbook was called "Step By 
Step," and was dedicated to John Morvay.  
Tyrrel Walsh was the editor.  Mary Pat Burke 
was President of both the Senior Class and 
Senior Senate.  

Some of the members of the Class of '84 
selected randomly include: Janice Beaudry, 
Donald Diem, Rhonda Rivers, Jennifer Ver-
chick, Maureen Farley, Kathleen Testa, Amy 
Vona, Jacquelyn Smolinski, Robyn Ruotillo, 
Tom Repsha, Yvonne Piatek, Joseph Pacella, 
Theresa Nelan, Kenneth Lickman, Courtney 
Edgerton, Diane Durynski, Cindy Boehler, 

Karen Blanken, Ellen Asseng, Robyn Calla-
han, Patrick Flanagan, Gregory Ertl, Marlene 
Malkiewicz, Frank Musarra, Sharon New-
berry, Marie Polak, Maureen Swier, Daniel 
Ziemba, Peter Carey, Joanne Johnson, Erica 
Martin, Patricia Nugent, Scott Nusbaum, 
Robin Kilcomins, Maria Szymanski, Donna 
Ust, James Roman, Gabriella Pall, Timothy 
Klimek, Donna Langer, Francis McCarthy, 
Wiliam Nixon, Linda Jawidzik, Michael 
Grandinetti, Ann Cunningham, Nicole 
DePasquale.

Some cool nicknames members of the 
Class of '84 answered to were: Lovie, Smiles, 
Creamer, Pugsly, Duck, Rosebud, Bandit, 
Mouth, Wee, Gonzo, Space, Crazy Legs, 
Starsky, Blueberry, Sparky, Eagle, Pearl, 
Tunes, Izzer, Wolf, Chicken, Mighty Joe. 
Do you remember any?

In April of '84, Jack Nicholson and 
Shirley McLaine won Oscars for "Terms 
of Endearment."  The New Orleans World's 
Fair opened in May, did you go?

The Eagles boys basketball team had an 
outstanding (18-7) record, but dropped 2 to 
city rival Hoffman, as did the Blue & Gold 
girls hoops club.  Mary Jean Sibilia scored 
her 1,000 point in basketball.

Some of the fine senior athletes in-
cluded: Michael Caldon, John Bayers, 
Mark Daszkiewicz, Chris Pelletier, Allison 
Carew, John Bayers, Edward Heyburn, 
Randy Golembieski, Joseph Rachwal, Da-
vid Kelton, Thomas Keevins, Steve Martin, 
Jeff Pacansky, Jeanne Radwanski, Richard 
Santangelo, Tom Szaro, Pete Slanina, Karen 
Waltz, Pat Slattery, Michael Talian, Lisa 
Zdzienicki.

Top pop songs in the nation around 
graduation time were: "Let's Hear It For The 
Boy"- Deniece Williams; "Hello"- Lionel 
Richie; "Time After Time"-Cyndi Lauper; 
"Oh Sherri"-Steve Perry.

St. Mary's Class of '84 was a most 
interesting group of teenagers, ready to 
conquer the world.  They were really fun 
loving, good kids, enjoying life in the '80's 
to the fullest.Santa Claus hitched a ride on the Melrose Hose Company No. 1 fire truck to spread 

cheer throughout the area during the holidays.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Cardinal McCarrick NJ Challenge
By Mike Valenzano

Cardinal McCarrick High School com-
peted in the New Jersey Challenge which airs 
on Saturday  January 10th.  The Challenge 
is an academic televised quiz show for high 
schools featuring the best and brightest local 
students. The Challenge tests high school 
students' knowledge of history, arts and 
literature, science and math. The show is 
made up of four rounds: Multiple Choice, 
Lightning Round, Free Response, and the 
brand new Complete 180 Round. There are 
also randomly placed bonus questions for 
teams to earn extra points.

For the past 11 years Cablevision, News 
12 Networks and Power to Learn have 
proudly put the spotlight on local high school 
academic talent. Over the last few years, the 
show has expanded to include five Tri-State 
News 12 markets. Hundreds of schools have 
participated and thousands of exceptional 
students have competed.

The Cardinal McCarrick High School 
team - Joana Arruda, Tom Acs, Anthony 
Feingold, Erik Leonhardt, and team cap-
tain Joanna Prumos - performed admirably 
against the Jewish Educational Center of 
Elizabeth, NJ (an all-boys school with 
tournament experience). CMHS fell behind 
at three different points in the match, but 
with the Lyceum club and CMHS parents 
providing vociferous support in the studio 

audience, they rallied valiantly each time 
to tie the score.

It was a neck and neck score throughout 
the match. CMHS ultimately lost by an ago-
nizingly close score of 295-290. Moderator 
and teacher, Kenneth Imbriale who was in 
attendance and provided most of the support 
that day along with Anthony Corcionne 
were very pleased with the performance, 
“Despite the loss, I was so proud of those 
kids. I know Anthony feels the same way. 
They were magnificent under immense pres-
sure: surrounded by television cameras and 
equipment, the presence of a live audience, 
the various lights and sounds of an authentic 
television studio, a worthy opponent, and the 
intellectual challenge of having to answer 
questions on a variety of academic and 
popular subjects.” Mr. Corcionne adds, “Had 
we answered the final question correctly, we 
would have achieved an amazing last-second 
victory! Our inexperience with procedural 
issues - and our exuberance and competi-
tiveness - hurt us a few times throughout 
the match; one less error would've vaulted 
us into the next round.”

The CMHS Challenge team returned 
home with a standing ovation the next day 
from staff and students alike, and is looking 
forward to victory next year.
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Presentation At 
Sacred Heart

The Sacred Heart Council of Catholic 
Women will be having a presentation on Do-
mestic Violence January 22nd in Memorial 
Hall, on Washington Ave., South Amboy at 
7 p.m.  This is open to the public.  The talk 
will be on what the signs are, and how you 
can get help for you or a family member.

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish 
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.  
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it 
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.T.S.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

I Am
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.1995

I am man
I am baby, I am child, 
I am teenager, I am an adult
I am son, I am grandson, 
I am great grandson, I am godson
I am brother, I am cousin, I am nephew
I am uncle, I am godfather
I am son-in-law, I am brother-in-law
I am husband
I am father
I am friend, I am neighbor
I am stranger, I am society-
Whatever title I inherit
Whatever role I become and play
Whomever I may influence
By me being a player
May it be done as
"To do unto others"
In their roles of I am.
Someday I may be a grandfather, 
A great-grandfather
Maybe a widower, or senior citizen-
Throughout our life's presenting charac-
ters
Perceptive evidence of what we are
Are yet a testimony of our Creator
Confirming His creation, "We Are."

1960's TV Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.On the "Beverly Hillbillies," Jed 
Clampett was the father of?  a.Ellie Mae 
b.Jethro c.Luke

2."Chip" was a character on what show?  
a.My 3 Sons b.Green Acres c.Leave It To 
Beaver

3.What was Sheriff Andy Taylor's son's 
name on "The Andy Griffith Show?"  a.Otis 
b. Opie c.Barney

4.What was the "cee-ment pond" on 
"The Beverly Hillbillies?"  a.goldfish pond 
b.swimming pool c.an outhouse

5."Beaver" Cleaver's real name on "The 
Leave It To Beaver" show was?  a.Wally 
b.Theodore c.Clarence

6.This character did not appear on "The 
Leave It To Beaver" show?  a.Eddie Haskell 
b.Clarence Rutherford c.Johnny Bochman

7.On "The Many Loves of Dobie Gillis," 
Dobie's beatnik friend was?  a.J.T. Snow 
b.Wilton B. Alcindor c.Maynard G. Krebs

8.On the "Mr. Ed" show, the horse talked 
to?  a.Wilbur b.Orville c.Shamus

9.Who was Gomez' wife on "The 
Addams Family?"  a.Elena b.Morticia 
c.Felicia

10.What was the setting for "Petticoat 
Junction?"  a.Downeytown b.Hooterville 
c.Pleasantville

Answers
1a 2a 3b 4b 5b 6c 7c 8a 9b 10b. 
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Does this little boy look familiar?  
Does anyone know who he is?  
What winter memories does this 
photo bring back to you?  Let us 
know at: satimes@aol.com.

Skating Anyone?  The weekend weather event of December 19th and 20th turned the 
Sixth Street tennis courts into an outdoor ice skating rink.  What started out as snow turned 
into ice, then sleet and then into rain (twice).  When the rain ended, sub-arctic air poured 
in from the West and turned everything to ice.  The wind chill was around zero with 30-40 
m.p.h. gusts.
Who remembers when the Fire Department filled the old tennis court with water so residents 
could skate?  The new courts are strictly for tennis and not for skating, so don't get any 
ideas.  (Photo/Story by Bill Garnett)

60 Years Ago-This photo taken in 1948 or 1949 from Alpine and Conover Streets in South 
Amboy is looking towards Wilmont Street.  Judging by the huge drifts, it looks like they had 
at least 2-feet of snow.  (Photo/information courtesy of Rose McCarthy)

Early 1980's-South Amboy's Tom Boychuk digs out his wife Mary Theresa's Volvo after a 
blizzard pounded the area.  (Photo/information courtesy of Bob Pawlik)

Winter Memories
Winter means so many things to different people.  For some, it means shoveling the 

snow and ice off the steps and sidewalks, digging out/cleaning off your vehicles, dangerous 
driving conditions, and freezing temperatures.  On the other hand, if you're a youngster it 
could mean a welcomed holiday from school, and tons of fun sleigh-riding, snow-board-
ing, skiing or ice skating.  Maybe even building "Frosty The Snowman,"  an "Angel in the 
snow," or an ice house "igloo."  Do they still do that?

Mother Nature also paints many marvelous pictures for us, as well as the winter's 
landscape.

For the next couple of months, The SA Times will offer our readers the opportunity to 
share their favorite winter photos with our readers.   Be sure the photos are light and clear 
(not fuzzy), or we will not be able to print them. Just e-mail your photo with a caption  to: 
satimes@aol.com or by mail to: SA Times, PO Box 3027, South Amboy, NJ 08879.  If you 
want the photo returned, please include a SASE (Self-addressed stamped envelope).  
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25 Years Ago

1984-Swearing In-South Amboy City Clerk Natalie Brennan (r) administers the oath of 
officee to bottom row (l-r) Mayor J. Thomas Cross, and Councilman Frank Tarallo.  Middle 
row (l-r) Councilman Thomas O'Brien and Frank "Box" Zebro.  Top row (l-r) Councilman 
Robert Noble and Bruce Richmond.  (Photo courtesy of Bob Pawlik)

Newly sworn in Sayreville Councilwoman Lisa 
Buchanan-Eicher as she held the bible for 
her Grandfather Ken Buchanan's swearing in 
on January 1st, 1974.  (Photo Submitted) 

Party Brightens 
Spirits

The South Amboy Youth Advisory Ac-
tivities Committee held its annual holiday 
party on Dec. 20, and brought lots of happi-
ness to 150 local children in need.  

Jamie Stratton and her husband Larry or-
ganized the party and have been running it for 
over 10 years, and bring youngsters ranging 
from toddlers to teens from South Amboy's 
Housing Authority and Head Start programs, 
as well as other children in need.

Donna Nugent, the seasonal event 
coordinator for the YAAC said they begin 
pursuing donations from organizations back 
in April, and along with Stratton and others 
collect throughout the year.  They then get 
a wish list from children, and the YAAC 
team goes shopping for something from 
the wish list or another gift for the youth's 
age bracket.

Stratton who sends out 300-400 letters 
for donations, is very thankful for everyone's 
help, and mentioned Christ Church for 
the hall, Jacqueline's Florist & Gifts, the 
American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 
South Amboy, and Nightriders Motorcycle 
Club.  Stratton's daughters Rosemarie and 
Kimberly Hessner also donate their time, 
and South Amboy Mayor John T. O'Leary 
donates the pizza.  The Holiday Party also 
receives toys from the Toys for Tots program.  
Anyone can make a donation at anytime of 
the year, just call the South Amboy Housing 
Authority at 732-721-1831.  Congratulations 
to Jamie and Larry Stratton, Donna Nugent, 
and anyone who helped with the YAAC party, 
and brightened the holiday spirits for 150 
less-fortunate youngsters!  Great job!

Holy Name Meeting
The Middlesex County Federation of 

Holy Name Societies will hold its next 
meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 21st at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Church, Woodbridge, 
beginning with a Mass at 7 p.m.  A buffet 
meal will be served before the meeting.  All 
County Federation members are invited to 
attend.

Lookin' Back
1962-Twelve new South Amboy 

Knights of Columbus #426 members re-
ceived their First Degrees.  The new Knights 
were: Francis Hackett, Charles Hoey, Charles 
Knast, Walter L. Maers, James O'Connell, 
Robert Pearson, Gus Potts, Andrew Sabine, 
Joseph Seminaro, Theodore Solomon, Paul 
Vail, Anthony Warn.

Young Artists 
Recital

Music At St. Mary's Concert Series will 
feature a Young Artists Recital on Feb. 15 at 4 
p.m. at St. Mary's Church.  The annual event 
features exceptionally talented performers 
under the age of 18, showcasing the finest 
young musical talents in Central Jersey.  
Come hear and see the future of classical 
music in our country!

Novena To St. Anthony Padua
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love for 

God and Charity for His creatures, made you worthy, 
when on earth, to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ever ready to 
speak for those in trouble or anxiety.  Encouraged by 
this thought, I implore of you to obtain for me (request).  
The answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  Even 
so, you are the Saint of Miracles.  O gentle and loving 
St. Anthony, whose heart was ever full of human 
sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of Sweet 
Infant Jesus, who loved to be folded in your arms; and 
the gratitude of my hears will ever be yours.  Amen.  
Say Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.  B.T.S.

Novena To St. Anthony Padua
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love for 

God and Charity for His creatures, made you worthy, 
when on earth, to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ever ready to 
speak for those in trouble or anxiety.  Encouraged by 
this thought, I implore of you to obtain for me (request).  
The answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  Even 
so, you are the Saint of Miracles.  O gentle and loving 
St. Anthony, whose heart was ever full of human 
sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of Sweet 
Infant Jesus, who loved to be folded in your arms; and 
the gratitude of my hears will ever be yours.  Amen.  
Say Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.  B.T.S.

Do You Remember?
Back in 1976, the nation was caught up 

in patriotic Bicentennial spirit.  Three tal-
ented art students at Hoffman High decided 
to express their school spirit by brightening 
the halls of old Harold G. with Bicentennial 
murals.  LaVerne English, Steve Lapchuk 
and Denise Vattelana were inspired by Mrs. 
Smith to design and paint large pictures on 
the walls outside of the Shop classroom.  

A few of the beautiful creations included 
an eagle, the Liberty Bell, and a map to sym-
bolize the unity of the United States. 
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The 2009 Sayreville Fire Chiefs were recently sworn in. Pictured (l-r) Chief Tony Jackowski, 
1st Assistant  John Dunne, 2nd Assistant  Kevin Krushinski. (Photo Submitted)

Winter Film Festival 
To escape from the wintry cold without 

having to spend money, visit the Dowdell 
Library of South Amboy and enjoy the Winter 
Film Festival; free admission also includes 
light refreshments.  Matinee shows begin 
promptly at 12 Noon. 

The following is the winter matinee 
schedule: Wednesday, January 14: “Brides-
head Revisited” (rated PG-13);   Wednesday, 
January 28: Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 
2” (rated PG-13); Friday, February 13: Han-
nah Montana Concert Tour” (rated PG); and 
Wednesday, February 25: “Mamma Mia!” 
(rated PG-13). 

The library is adjacent to the South 
Amboy High School off O’Leary Boulevard.  
For directions, just log onto local.google.com 
and type in the address 100 Hoffman Plaza 
08879.  For additional information, contact 
the library at 732.721.6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.

Mega rock star, Bruce Springsteen (l) and a special visitor, Santa Claus (AKA "Big Joe 
Henry) of 101.5  radio station, got the crowd into the Christmas spirit during "Santa Claus 
Is Coming To Town," during the Hope Concert IV at Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank on 
Dec. 22nd.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The Frozen Raritan 
Bay

South Amboy's Joe Lotkowictz recalled 
that in 1934, when the Raritan Bay froze, 
his uncle, Ed Jacobs of Sayreville drove on 
the ice in an old Model T car.   

A Note of Thanks
I would like to thank the following 

businesses for their generous donations and 
help this holiday season. Gundrum Home 
for Funerals, Jacqueline's Florist and The 
South Amboy/Sayreville Times.With their 
help, I was able to make and deliver over 
65 gift baskets to many of the residents at 
Briarwood Care and Rehabilitation Center 
on Christmas Eve and make their holiday a 
little bit brighter.A card of thanks was sent 
to me from the Activities Director at Briar-
wood.Thank you again,Sincerely,

Judy Cyriax
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Pictured are different styles of Christmas 
ornaments that were hand-blown, and 
marketed in the 1940's and early 50's by the 
late Julius Lobycz of South Amboy.

Anne (l) and Joe Lotkowictz of South Amboy proudly show their favorite antique Christmas 
ornaments.  Joe's dad assisted Julius Lobycz in creating the ornaments.

Christmas Ornaments Were Made In 
South Amboy
Photos and Feature Exclusive

By Tom Burkard
Several people have contacted me in 

regards to last month's photo of the beautiful 
hand-blown mercury type Christmas balls 
which were manufactured in South Amboy 
in the 1940's.

Joanne Niestempski of South Amboy 
said that, "There used to be a bar on lower 
Augusta St. called VJ's, and the man used 
to make them in his garage in back of the 
bar.  I believe the man's name was Vincent, 
and I'm not sure if he made them himself.  
They were beautiful.  Sure wish I had some.  
My mother did, but with everything, they go 
by the wayside."

Madeline Burkard Bowerman, who was 
featured in last month's exclusive story "The 
Bells That Made South Amboy Famous," 
recalled that she heard by "word of mouth" 
that the ornaments were on sale at lower 
Augusta Street, and "A lot of people were 
buying box after box, 12 balls for $1, and even 
though money was tight back then, I bought 
5 boxes, and to this day have one ornament 
left.  They were beautiful, all colors, silver 
and gold and reasonably priced."

Joe Lotkowictz of South Amboy said 
he was about 5 years old at the time, but 
remembered watching his father, Isadore 
Lotkowictz assisting the owner, Julius 
Lobycz, who was Joe's godfather, in the 
actual creation process of the ornaments.   
Joe said that the bar was called Lobycz's 
Bar (it later became VJ's), and they produced 
the merchandise in the garage behind the 
bar.  He also said he thought that the orna-
ments were initially made "Prior to the war, 
but when the war started, they couldn't get 
materials such as paint."  He continued, "I 
think it was around 1940-41, when they sold 
the Christmas balls, big silver, grapes, round 
silver balls, blue balls, red, and others that 
had Christmas trees and Santa Claus faces 
on them.  I believe he started making them 
again after the war in the late 1940's, and 
continued into the early 50's."

Joe's wife Anne Lotkowictz said that 
every year at Christmas time, Joe would tell 
her to "Make sure you put the ornaments on 
the tree.  My dad made them."  Joe said, "I 
told her to make sure guard my favorite one 
with the grape design with her life."

Joe and Anne still have 9 beautiful orna-
ments left from Julius' creation, including a 
silver, a gold with gold roses, grape design, 
Santa Claus in what else, red and white.   He 
said that there were about 7-10 varieties, 
that came in 2 1/2," 3," 4," and "huge, plain, 
round 8" ones that Anne's sister Shirley and 
her husband George Quirk still have." 

Anne said that, "When we saw the photo 
in last month's SA Times, it sparked our 
interest."  Joe added that, "We're glad we 
still have 9 of these beautiful, hand-blown 
ornaments." 

Former South Amboy resident, Walter 
Przygocki sent us an e-mail from North 
Carolina, sharing his memories.  "In the 
1950's, my family and I sold the Christmas 
ornaments, which were crafted by Mr. Julius 
Lobycz in a shop behind the bar he owned 
on lower Augusta St.  The photo featured in 
last month's SA Times was the most popular 
style, and the one we sold the most.  I can 

still remember selling the ornaments at our 
stand at the Woodbridge Auction, and door-
to-door.  At the auction, we would call out 
'Christmas ornaments $1.25 a dozen.   Friday 
and Saturday were the days we hit the streets 
and called on individual houses.  We were 
trying to take advantage of pay day money 
that would lead to a purchase.  Of course, 
in the 1950's, there was no fear of walking 
the streets and calling on houses to sell orna-
ments.  Everyone was friendly and glad to 
see us.  Mr. Lobycz was a wonderful man 
and an exceptional craftsman.  The price was 
$1.25 for a dozen, and our commission was 
the 25 cents of the total price.  We spent many 
a night selling these beautiful ornaments 
during the weeks leading up to Christmas.  
I still have several and handle them with 
great care and fond memories of a festive 
time growing up in South Amboy.  Thanks 
for bringing back so many great memories 
of a time when we lived a "Wonderful Life" 
in "The Pleasant Little City."

Walter's mother, Rose Przygocki of 
South Amboy recalled her husband load-
ing up the family car around 1955-56 with 
her and their 3 children Walter, Vicky and 
Karen, and going around South Amboy and 
Sayreville and selling them door-to-door.  
She also remembered selling them at the 
Woodbridge Auction.  Her husband, Walter 
"Mickey" Przygocki was a friend of Julius 
Lobycz, and that's how he began selling 
Christmas ornaments.

Rose, like everyone else who ever 
owned these beautiful Christmas ornaments 
loved them, and said, "They were the only 
ones we had on our tree.  Years ago, I gave 
them to my three children."

Jerry and Ann Marie Connors, formerly 
of South Amboy still have about a dozen 
left, and Ann Marie said, "They're different 
colors and shapes, and we have one in the 
shape of a heart."

It's really amazing that a local man, 
Julius Lobycz had a talent and a dream, to 
create and market Christmas ornaments, and 
did so with much success.  Over 60 years have 
passed since he produced his first ornament, 
and one has to wonder how many are still 
out there, admired by families each year at 
Christmas as they decorate their trees.

*A special thanks to everyone who 
took the time to be interviewed for this very 
unique story about South Amboy's most 
interesting history.
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Dick Cronin (l) AOH Treasurer and Ed O'Connor (r) AOH President present a check of 
$500.00 donated by the Hibernians to the Saint Vincent DePaul's Society's Rocky Kusic, 
for food for the needy. (Photo Submitted)

"Kayla & Samantha Lavin once again donated well over 100 toys for the Parlin DuPont 
Employees Federal Credit Union Toys for Tots toy drive."

Dowdell Events for February 2009
Come join us at the Dowdell Library of South Amboy (adjacent to High School) for 

these upcoming Youth Service events! Registration is required for all activities; please 
remember to sign up either by email, phone, or stopping in. Check out our weekly Tot 
Time (ages 0-2), Storytime (ages 3-5), Story & Craft (Ages 5+), and Knitting Circle (teens 
and adults) sessions.

Friday February 6th – BINGO at 3:30 pm. Ages 5+. Play to win prizes from the 
treasure box!

Thursdays February 5th, 19th, and 26th - Wii Gaming Nights! Stop by at 6:30 to play. 
Beginners are always welcome! 

Thursday February 12th – Valentine Night for all ages. Join us at 6:30 to create 
Valentine’s for special people using lots of creative supplies and listening to romantic 
Disney music!

Friday February 13th – Hannah Montana’s Concert Movie Event at 12:00 pm!
MONDAY February 23rd - MONDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES! Featuring the 

hilarious and KUNG FU PANDA at 6:00 pm! Light refreshments will be served.
Wednesday February 25th – Coloring Day for All Ages! Join us at 3:30pm to decorate 

a LOVE BUG!
February is PICTURE BOOK MONTH! We are having a PICTURE BOOK CON-

TEST. Draw or redesign the cover from YOUR favorite PICTURE BOOK! Stop by to 
ask for details. 

We can’t wait to see you soon at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library in South Amboy! 
Contact us for more details at 732.721.6060 or comments@dowdell.org
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Former South Amboy resident, Rich Servis Jr., holds up a real collectors' item, an original 
tee-shirt, never worn, with an image depicting "Stash," the former owner of The Gay 90's 
Bar on First St., South Amboy.  Who could forget their famous thin crust, delicious pizza 
pie?  (Photo courtesy of Rich Servis Jr.)

MARY RITA, MARY RITA, MARY RITA, 
MARY RITA

By Henny the DJ

I have to admit that I liked writing as 
The Ghost a lot more than I do writing as 
Henny the Dj  because the whole fun of this 
is to share remembrances of the older times 
growing up in South Amboy while some 
people are still around to appreciate those 
memories. And, what material to draw from! 
Two competing, neighborhood high schools, 
two big, thriving Catholic parishes, active 
Protestant churches,  a Jewish synagogue 
on upper Henry Street,  Little Leagues, 
neighborhood candy store hang outs, paper 
routes, boy and girl scouts,  the advent of 
rock and roll, teen age dances,  strong Irish, 
Polish, Italian, and other ethnic culture, long 
standing family names and roots, benevolent 
police, fire and first aid departments, rushing 
commuter trains, a beckoning, sandy beach-
front, lively neighborhood taverns, bakeries, 
butcher shops, hardware, and department 
stores  all within walking distance, and all 
in the confines of a mile square “Pleasant 
Little City.” And, also, all of this life caught 
in a vicious bear hug by Sayreville on three 
sides and the bay on the other with and large 
factories and refineries: DuPont, Hercules, 
National Lead, the Copper Works, the Cable 
Works, Hess, Chevron, etc. factoring and 
refining 24/7. The perfect ingredients for a 
childhood of vibrant experience and a col-
lective conscious and unconscious shared 
town history.  

How could The Ghost want for material 
for his articles?

But even though I am not here to write 
about myself, there is a particular story that 
the Ghost wouldn’t be able to write, only 
Henny the DJ could, and one that I think 
that reflects all of the positive elements of 
those nurturing South Amboy experiences 
all coming together in an act of kindness 
by one thoughtful, kind person. And that is 
the story of Mary Rita and Martha and the 
Main Street Tavern in rocking Keansburg, 
New Jersey.

I “taught” Mary Rita in 1964, her fresh-
man year in Saint Mary’s High School and  
she even helped me decorate my classroom 
(inside joke), but, her huge influence on my 
life didn’t occur until 17 years later, the Sum-
mer of 1981.  I had just started DJ’ing in the 
popular English’s Pub, currently Sciortinos 
on Broadway.   I worked  there  on Saturday 
nights that Summer and it was a great deal 
of fun, thank you Johnny Dragotta, Danny 
Kudelka, and Burk Lamberson, but nothing 
lasts forever and it seemed that as the Summer 
waned so did the novelty of the music I was 
playing, and I could sadly portend the” flash 
in the pan” end of “Henny the DJ.”                  

Then I got a call from Mary Rita.  
Martha was one of Mary Rita’s co-workers 
at The South Amboy General Hospital, and 
her family owned the Main Street Tavern in 
Keansburg.  Wonderful  Keansburg, home 
to the funkiest and coolest boardwalk in the 
country. Keansburg also home to a gaggle 
of entertainment bars that had rock and roll 
bands playing every night of the week.  Ke-
ansburg, where those bars stayed open until 

five AM.  Keansburg, where you sojourned 
after the bars closed at three AM in Sayre-
vile when you just weren’t ready to call it a 
night, or at that late hour, a day. Keansburg, 
where you partied until somebody got into 
an argument for looking at somebody the 
wrong way at four in the morning. 

At this time, the Main Street Tavern was 
a bustling bar and restaurant that featured 
bands playing every Friday and Saturday 
night, but this particular Friday night the 
band couldn’t make it and they needed a 
replacement, so Mary Rita suggested my 
name to Martha, and then Mary Rita called 
me. But it was only after some encourag-
ing words from Mary Rita that I reluctantly 
agreed to travel down to what I perceived 
as a venue that was way over my head and 
give it a shot with my rickety-rackety turn-
tables, mismatched amp, shorted out mike 
and muddy sounding speakers . 

However, as I drove down Route 36 
that night I really didn’t know if I could 
successfully pull it off, and I had visions of 
incensed Keansburg customers, locals and 
day trippers alike, flinging my records like 
warped, scratchy, flattened Frisbees  sailing 
over the boardwalk, over the huge, sandy 
beach and into the drink as bitter testament 
to my unremarkable skill at keeping a party 
going at The Main Street Tavern. And in my 
mind’s eye there was Henny the Dj silently 
slinking home at two in the morning faced 
pondering the grim reality of letting down 
Mary Rita, Martha, and the whole partying 
population of Keansburg.

NEXT TIME, PART TWO: DOO WOP 
MUSIC TO THE RESCUE 

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

Novena To St. Anthony Padua
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love for 

God and Charity for His creatures, made you worthy, 
when on earth, to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ever ready to 
speak for those in trouble or anxiety.  Encouraged by 
this thought, I implore of you to obtain for me (request).  
The answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  Even 
so, you are the Saint of Miracles.  O gentle and loving 
St. Anthony, whose heart was ever full of human 
sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of Sweet 
Infant Jesus, who loved to be folded in your arms; and 
the gratitude of my hears will ever be yours.  Amen.  
Say Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.  B.T.S.

Novena To St. Anthony Padua
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love for 

God and Charity for His creatures, made you worthy, 
when on earth, to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ever ready to 
speak for those in trouble or anxiety.  Encouraged by 
this thought, I implore of you to obtain for me (request).  
The answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  Even 
so, you are the Saint of Miracles.  O gentle and loving 
St. Anthony, whose heart was ever full of human 
sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of Sweet 
Infant Jesus, who loved to be folded in your arms; and 
the gratitude of my hears will ever be yours.  Amen.  
Say Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.  B.T.S.
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SA Times super mascot, Sugar Bolk, who 
was dressed up, and in the Christmas spirit,  
seemed to be saying, or maybe thinking, "Hey 
Santa, is that you up on the roof?"  Sugar is 
a Jack Russell, owned by Ed & Nancy Bolk 
of Parlin.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Pets Corner Sayreville A.A.R.P. 
Meetings

A.A.R.P. Sayreville Chapter #4853 
holds its meetings at the Sayreville Senior 
Center (Main St.) on the 3rd Thursday of 
each month starting at 12 p.m.  

Meeting dates for 2009 are: Jan. 15; 
Feb. 19; Mar. 19; Apr. 16; May 21; June 18; 
Jul. & Aug.-no meetings; Sept. 17; Oct. 15; 
Nov. 19; Dec. 17.

St. Mary's 40th 
Reunion

St. Mary's High School Class of 1969 
is seeking the whereabouts of classmates, 
addresses, phone numbers, and especially 
e-mail addresses, in order to contact, and 
get feedback on having a 40th Reunion in 
2009.

Anyone having information on '69 
members, please contact Joe Casey at: 
jcasey1047@aol.com or oklahomaattor-
ney@aol.com, or call his cell at 918-695-
0505, or contact The SA Times at: satimes@
aol.com or call 732-727-0398.

Novena To St. Anthony Padua
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love for 

God and Charity for His creatures, made you worthy, 
when on earth, to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ever ready to 
speak for those in trouble or anxiety.  Encouraged by 
this thought, I implore of you to obtain for me (request).  
The answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  Even 
so, you are the Saint of Miracles.  O gentle and loving 
St. Anthony, whose heart was ever full of human 
sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of Sweet 
Infant Jesus, who loved to be folded in your arms; and 
the gratitude of my hears will ever be yours.  Amen.  
Say Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.  B.T.S.

Novena To St. Anthony Padua
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love for 

God and Charity for His creatures, made you worthy, 
when on earth, to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ever ready to 
speak for those in trouble or anxiety.  Encouraged by 
this thought, I implore of you to obtain for me (request).  
The answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  Even 
so, you are the Saint of Miracles.  O gentle and loving 
St. Anthony, whose heart was ever full of human 
sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of Sweet 
Infant Jesus, who loved to be folded in your arms; and 
the gratitude of my hears will ever be yours.  Amen.  
Say Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.  B.T.S.

Inauguration Trivia
1.This president gave the shortest speech, 135 words?  a.Herbert Hoover b.George 

Washington c.John Q. Adams
2.The first president to take the oath of office in the White House?  a.James Polk 

b.William McKinley c.Rutherford B. Hayes
3.Who was the first president to be photographed during the inauguration?  a.Thomas 

Jefferson b.James Buchanan c.Martin Van Buren
4.Who was the only president not sworn in on a Bible?  a.Theodore Roosevelt b.William 

H. Harrison c.John Tyler
5.The first vice-president to assume the presidency due to the death of a president?  

a.Andrew Jackson b.Lyndon B. Johnson c.John Tyler
6.The first time African-Americans participated in an inaugural parade was during the 

festivities of?  a.Thomas Jefferson b.Abraham Lincoln c.Jimmy Carter
7.The inauguration of this president marked the first recorded by movie camera?  

a.William McKinley b.Franklin D. Roosevelt c.William H. Taft
8.The first president to ride to and from the ceremony in an automobile?  a.Harry S. 

Truman b.Bill Clinton c.Warren G. Harding
9.The first president to use bullet-proofed, closed limo during the parade?  a.Lyndon 

B. Johnson b.John F. Kennedy c.Richard M. Nixon
10.First to use the Catholic version of the Bible?  a.Franklin D. Roosevelt b.John F. 

Kennedy c.Ronald Reagan
11.The first unelected vice president to assume presidency?  a.Nelson A. Rockefeller 

b.Spiro T. Agnew c.Gerald R. Ford
12. How many inaugural balls were held for Ronald Reagan?  a.one b.4 c.9
13.He was the first to take the oath of office on an airplane?  a.Woodrow Wilson 

b.Lyndon B. Johnson c.Dwight D. Eisenhower
14.Instead of kissing the Bible, he read a prayer a personal prayer at his inauguration?  

a.Bill Clinton b.George W. Bush c.Dwight D. Eisenhower
15.The first televised inauguration was that of?  a.Harry S. Truman b.John F. Kennedy 

c.Lyndon B. Johnson
16.First president to be inaugurated on January 20th?  a.James Garfield b.Franklin D. 

Roosevelt c.Calvin Coolidge
17.The first time Super Bowl Sunday fell on Inauguration Day took place during this 

president's big day?  a.Ronald Reagan b.George H.W. Bush c.Bill Clinton
18.George Washington was sworn in at?  a.Washington b.Philadelphia c.New York
19.Loudspeakers were used for the first time at his inauguration?  a.Herbert Hoover 

b.Warren G. Harding c.Calvin Coolidge
20.The last president to wear the traditional stovepipe hat at an inauguration?  a.John 

F. Kennedy b.Lyndon B. Johnson c.George H.W. Bush
21.The only president to take the oath of office for a third term?  a.Abraham Lincoln 

b.Franklin D. Roosevelt c.Ronald Reagan
22.The first president to walk all the way with his family from the Captiol to the White 

House after the ceremony?  a.Jimmy Carter b.George W. Bush c.Bill Clinton
23.This president affirmed, rather than swore the oath of office?  a.Martin Van Buren 

b.Theodore Roosevelt c.Franklin Pierce

Answers
1b 2c 3b 4a 5c 6b 7a 8c 9a 10b 11c 12c 13b 14c 15a 16b 17a 18c 19b 20a 21b 22a 

23c.

Toys for Tots 2008

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski (l) and his daughter Rachel (c), along with Kim Schmidt 
(r) of Gerdau- Ameristeel Corp. (Photo Submitted)

The Rec Advisory board members, Rec department staff and Sayreville residents. Photo 
Submitted)

Every year the Sayreville Recreation 
Department has sponsored Toys for Tots- toy 
drive, with the business and residential com-
munity responding with great generosity. 

This year however, with the economic 
crisis facing many families and businesses 
our donations declined, while the number 
of recipients more than doubled. This cre-
ated a tremendous shortfall in the amount 
of gifts and donations received to satisfy 
our needs.

The Recreation Department reached 
out for help to the many supporters of our 
programs and special events.  The response 
was incredible!  The very generous support 
of Assemblyman John Wisniewski, Jim 

Gillette of Gillette Enterprises, Gerdau-Am-
eristeel Corp., Raritan Bay Federal Credit 
Union, CME Assoc., Weichert Realtors, 
community organizations and residents of 
Sayreville, enabled us to provide enough 
gifts for ninety-seven children.

A very special “Thank You” to the 
Recreation Advisory Board and the Rec 
department staff for organizing this special 
event and helping to provide some Christmas 
Cheer for those residents of Sayreville who 
are experiencing some challenging times.

Have a Very Happy Holiday Season!
Jerry Ust, Director of Recreation, The 

Borough of Sayreville
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#1 Pop Hits-Jan. 
16th
2000-What A Girl Wants-Christina Agu-
ilera
1997-Un-Break My Heart-Toni Braxton
1981-(Just Like) Starting Over-John Len-
non
1972-American Pie-Don McLean
1966-We Can Work It Out-The Beatles
1959-The Chipmunk Song-The Chip-
munks

#1 Country Hits-
Jan. 16th
1994-Wild One-Faith Hill
1988-One Friend-Dan Seals
1976-Convoy-C.W. McCall
1965-Once A Day-Connie Smith
1957-Singing The Blues-Marty Robbins

One Hit Wonders
50 Years Ago

1959-Gotta Travel On-Billy Gram-
mer; The All American Boy-Bill Parsons; 
Manhattan Spiritual-Reg Owen; The Little 
Space Girl-Jesse Lee Turner; I've Had It-
The Bell Notes; Tragedy-Thomas Wayne; 
Sea Cruise-Frankie Ford; Pink Shoe Laces-
Dodie Stevens; Tell Him No-Travis & 
Bob; Guitar Boogie Shuffle-The Virtues; 
Three Stars-Tommy Dee; Kookie, Kookie 
(Lend Me Your Comb)-Edd Byrnes; Sorry 
(I Ran All The Way Home)-The Impalas; 
Only You-Frank Pourcel's French Fiddles; 
So Fine-The Fiestas; Bongo Rock-Preston 
Epps; Hushabye-The Mystics; You're So 
Fine-The Falcons; Waterloo-Stonewall Jack-
son; Here Comes Summer-Jerry Keller; Sea 
Of Love-Phil Phillips With The Twilights; 
Say Man-Bo Diddley; Battle Hymn Of 
The Republic-Mormon Tabernacle Choir; 
Deck Of Cards-Wink Martindale; The En-
chanted Sea-The Islanders; Woo-Hoo-The 
Rock-A-Teens; Uh!  Oh! Part 2-The Nutty 
Squirrels.

New Christmas 
Songs

By Tom Burkard
After listening to wonderful Christmas 

classics on many local radio stations for over 
a month, it was refreshing to hear a couple 
of newer songs, which we may be hearing 
for many years to come.

The legendary Tommy James of "Hanky 
Panky," and "Mony Mony" fame had a new 
Christmas album, "I Love Christmas" which 
featured the title cut that was actually released 
in 2006 on his "Hold The Fire" CD.   This 
is probably the best of the new Christmas 
songs, and features a modern, rockin' sound, 
with a catchy hook, that will remain in your 
head as you try to fall asleep at night: "I 
love Christmas, mistletoe and cherry wine, 
songs of Christmas cheer, when Christmas 
time is here."

Other uplifting originals include "Born 
On The First Christmas Day," "It's Christ-
mas Again" which Tommy records with 
the original Shondells.  James also turns in 
a beautiful narrative on "Matthew 1:18."  
Seven other Christmas classics are on this 
must-hear album.

Eddie Brigati famous singer for The 
Young Rascals/The Rascals, also had a new 
Christmas song, "Christmas Magic," which 
he performed with his brother David, who 
sang backup for The Rascals on a couple of 
albums in the 1960's.  I only heard this song 
once on CBS 101.1 radio, as they played it 
as a "Mystery Song," to see if you could 
guess who was singing.  Eddie's voice has 
really changed through the years, and many 
callers and I thought it was Bob Dylan.  The 
Christmas tune sounded pretty interesting, 
and I looked all over the internet, but  could 
not find a new CD anywhere by Eddie & 
David Brigati.

Of course, Jon Bon Jovi's version of El-
vis Presley's "Blue Christmas" is terrific, and 
as usual, he brought the house down while 
singing it for the Hope Concert  IV at Count 
Basie Theatre in Red Bank on Dec. 22.

Music Trivia Test
Days Of The Week

By Tom Burkard

1.__Black Friday a.Oliver
2.__Another Saturday Night b.Peter & Gordon
3.__Come Monday c.Jay & The Americans
4.__Sunday Will Never Be The Same d.The Chordettes
5.__Come Saturday Morning e.Nancy Sinatra
6.__Ruby Tuesday f.The Cure
7.__Monday, Monday g.The Sandpipers
8.__Friday On My Mind h.The Rolling Stones
9.__Saturday In The Park i.The Easybeats
10._Friday I'm In Love j.Steely Dan
11._Friday's Child k.Spanky & Our Gang
12._Sunday For Tea l.Jimmy Buffet
13._Sunday Mornin' m.The Mamas & The Papas
14._Never On Sunday n.Chicago
15._Sunday And Me o.Cat Stevens

Answers
1j 2o 3l 4k 5g 6h 7m 8i 9n 10f 11e 12b 13a 14d 15c.

Founding member of the late 1980’s rock band SKID ROW and Sayreville High School 
graduate Dave “Snake” Sabo speaks to the Recording Entertainment and Production class 
on December 15th, 2008 as Hit Factory Engineer and Sabo friend, Michael Thompson looks 
on as Sabo speaks about his career in the music business. (Photo/Information Courtesy 
of Rich Gluchowski)

“The Boss” Bruce Springsteen stares down the crowd while bending a riff during the Hope 
Concert IV at The Count Basie Theatre.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Jon Bon Jovi shoots a smile to the crowd while performing at the Hope Concert IV at The 
Count Basie Theatre.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Two of the world's greatest rock 'n' roll icons, Bruce Springsteen (l) and former Sayreville 
resident, Jon Bon Jovi (r) had a cool time at the Hope Concert IV on Dec. 22nd, at Count 
Basie Theatre in Red Bank.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Champions

South Amboy High School Boys basketball team won its own Christmas Tournament on, 
December 27th.   The Guvs defeated Henry Hudson 48-38 in the title game. Pictured: Bottom 
Row (l-r):  Matt Beaudry, Tim Simko, Matt Reagan, Dan O'Connor, Luke O'Connor, Matt 
Richmond.  TopRow (l-r):  Coach Joe Szaro, Ken Scarbaggio, Dylan Brown, Joe Charmello, 
Craig Warzecha, Diego Cuello, Dusty DeVoe, Assistant Coach Greg Castello and Team 
Manager Mike Ghaly. (Photo by Trish Reagan)

(As of Jan. 7, 2009)

Boys Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (6-0) Coach Joe 

Lewis is once again working his magic with 
the Eagles.  Julio Rosario leads the county 
with a 26.4 scoring avg.  Dominick Appiah, 
Brenton Widgeon and Taylor Snider have 
also excelled so far.

Sayreville (6-2) The Bombers look 
very good this season under Coach Shawn 
Currie.  The balanced scoring attack features 
James DeMild, Paul DeLaCosta, Lavonne 
Graham, Mike Greco, Glen Cannon, and 
Robert Pizzi.

South Amboy (3-1) The Guvs are off 
to a strong start under first-year Coach Joe 
Szaro.  Joe Charmello and Matt Richmond 
are providing the scoring punch, with a 
supporting cast of Matt Reagan, and the 
O'Connor twins, Luke and Dan.

Girls Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (6-0) Coach Lynn 

Ust has her defending county champs off and 
running in high gear once again.  Krissy Keir, 
Olivia Gorczynski and Maggie Presnal are 
doing most of the scoring, but receive help in 
all phases of the game from Sydney Ransom, 
Kristen Hansen and Jen Shereyka.

Sayreville (6-2) Off to a fast start, Coach 
Tara Currie's Bombers could be headed to 
their best season in a long time.  Jessica Kitrys 
and Lanie Andrews are the top 2 scorers, and 
get plenty of help from Heather Roy, Tanasia 
Wilson, and Cheyenne Grant.

South Amboy (2-3) Lady Guvs' rookie 
Coach Katie Adams club is led by Court-
ney Hulsart, Margarita Galanos, Courtney 
Bouchard and Jillian Webber.

Boys Bowling
Sayreville (9-0) The defending state 

champs look super so far!  They appear to 
be possibly the best in the county, and one 
of the top teams in the state.  Brian Nicholas 
continues to lead the pack, and has a very 
talented supporting cast including Camryn 
Nieves, Eric Applegate, Mike Savarese, 
Andrew Siarkiewicz, and Glen Sauer.  The 
top returning bowler from last year, Matt 
Wasielewski, who averaged a 207, is still 
out with a fractured wrist.

South Amboy (3-1-1) Coach Tony Gon-
salves' squad looks fine this season.  Led by 
Eric Oppenheimer, one of the best bowlers 
in the county, the Guvs get lots of help from 
Kyle Ravaioli and Kevin Riley.

Cardinal McCarrick (3-3) Vince Bath is 
the top bowler so far, and Jason Latham and 
Erik Leonhardt follow close behind. 

Girls Bowling
Cardinal McCarrick (5-2) Nicole 

Baginsky is one of the county's finest per-
formers, and Ahsley Pires is also having a 
good year.

Sayreville (3-5-1) Carol Sharrouf and 
freshman Kristy Bebert lead the Bombers, 
who also get fine performances from Tracy 
Karpinski.

South Amboy (2-5-1) Alexa Hess and 
Nicole Murphy are the top bowlers for the 
Lady Guvs. 

Wrestling
Sayreville (8-1) Coach John Denuto's 

Bombers look outstanding once again this 
season.  Sayreville's quickest pins are: 
Heavyweight- Tyler Carlock 0:14; 112 
lbs.-Anthony Geiger 0:15; 171 lbs.- Keith 
Seymour 0:17; 152 lbs.- Roman Santiago 
0:33; 125 lbs.-Dan Bergfeldt 0:36; 140 lbs.-
Chris Pearson 0:44.

Boys Swimming
Sayreville (0-2) All-American, Alex 

Ratajczyk leads the Bombers.  Also con-
tributing for Coach Sarah Rodis-Magaw's 
club are Rob Masterson, Skyler Lutz, and 
Deverin.

Girls Swimming
Sayreville (0-3) Maureen and Shannon 

McKenna, Rachel Lutz and Dana Quinn have 
been impressive so far.

Szaro Era Begins With Tourney Championship
Joe Szaro, rookie coach of the South 

Amboy Governors boys basketball team 
had a tough act to follow after replacing 
legendary, Coach George Krzyzanowski, 
who guided the Guvs to well over 200 wins 
in 29 years at the helm.

Coach Szaro is doing just fine, as he 
guided his Purple & Gold squad to its own 
South Amboy Holiday Tournament cham-

pionship over Henry Hudson, 48-38.  Junior 
Joe Charmello pumped in 20 points to lead 
the way to the title.  The rest of the champs' 
scoring line went as follows: Matt Richmond 
9, Matt Reagan 7, Dan O'Connor 6, Luke 
O'Connor 4, Tim Simko 2.  Other members 
of SA include: Kenny Scarabaggio, Diego 
Cuello, Matt Beaudry, Craig Warzecha, 
Dylan Brown, Dustin Devoe.  Congratula-
tions, Coach Szaro and Governors!

Eagles Perfect In Hillside 
Tourney

Coach Joe Lewis' Cardinal McCarrick 
Eagles boys' basketball team went a perfect 
(3-0) in the Hillside Tournament round robin 
event.  In the opener, CM beat host Hillside, 
54-50, as Jose Rosario scored 20 points.  
They defeated Hun 70-61 in the semis, as 
Rosario lit up the scoreboard for 34 points.  
Brenton Widgeon scored 12, and Dominick 
Appiah added 11.  In the final, the Blue 
& Gold breezed by Lincoln Tech, 57-41.  
Taylor Snider led the attack with 21 points, 
while Rosario connected for 17 points and 
12 rebounds.

Lady Eagles Win Title
Cardinal McCarrick's undefeated girls 

basketball team, breezed to the prestigious 
Bayshore Classic championship by ham-
mering Holmdel, 57-29.  Krissy Keir tossed 
in 12 points, dished out 12 assists, and had 
4 steals in route to winning the tourna-
ment MVP award.  Soph sensation, Olivia 
Gorczynski pumped in 14 points, and was 
selected to the All-Tourney team along with 
Keir.  Maggie Presnal scored 11 points and 
hauled down 12 rebounds for the Lady Eagles 
of Coach Lynn Ust.  Other members of CM 
include: Jessica Costa, Vicky Puccio, Kris-
ten Hansen, Jen Shereyka, Mariela Batista, 
Anna Kemble, Jennifer Daniel, Lexi Born, 
Kathleen Salardino, Sydney Ransom, and 
Jamie Williams  Congratulations, Coach 
Ust, Assistant Coaches Greg Babulak and 
Chris Noble, and Lady Eagles!

Santiago Notches 100th
Sayreville wrestling sensation, Ramon 

Santiago won his 100th career match on a 
technical fall over Dylan Driscoll of North 
Brunswick, to help the Bombers to a 61-14 
triumph.

Santiago, a senior is now the #3 All-Time 
victories leader in Blue & Gray history, not 
too far behind Eric Tsang (108) and Scott 
Poore (105).  Congratulations, Ramon!

Bombers 
Undefeated In 
Shootout

The Sayreville Bombers boys' bas-
ketball team finished a perfect (3-0) in the 
Ryan E. Walp Shootout at Monroe, defeating 
Perth Amboy, 46-38 in the final game.  Paul 
DeLaCosta paved the way with 18 points, 
followed by James DeMild's 9.

Other members of Sayreville's unde-
feated Shootout team are: Lavone Graham, 
Glenn Cannon, Robert Pizzi, Javon Hodges, 
Mike Greco, David Langan, Vince Gordon, 
Chris Taite, Tarif Jackson, Jarrell Smith, 
Mark Keir and Daryl Stephenson.  Congratu-
lations Coach Currie and Bombers!

Blue & Gold Beats 
Bombers

In a battle of talented neighboring town 
schools, the undefeated Cardinal McCarrick 
girls' basketball team easily handled Sayre-
ville, 56-37.  Chrissy Keir led the way with 
13 points and 13 assists.  Maggie Presnal 
pumped in 13 for CM.  The Bombers were 
paced by Jessica Kitrys with 14 points and 
7 rebounds, and Heather Roy, who ripped 
down 13 rebounds.

McCarrick Shells 
Sayreville

The powerful and undefeated Cardinal 
McCarrick Eagles boys' basketball team 
pounded  Sayreville, 57-33.  The county's 
leading scorer, Julio Rosario tossed in 20 
points to top Coach Joe Lewis' Blue & Gold 
club.  Brenton Widgeon added 13 markers.  
Dominick Appiah hauled in 12 rebounds 
for CM, who ran off the first 8 points of the 
third quarter, and permitted only 9 second 
half points by the Bombers.  Tarif Jackson 
led the Blue & Gray with 11 points, and Paul 
DeLaCosta added 10.  

Cheerleaders Win 
National Title

The Sayreville Leprechauns Midget 
cheerleaders captured the national champi-
onship in the Novice Division at the National 
Cheer and Dance Championships in Walt 
Disney World, Orlando, Florida on Dec. 12.  
The girls became the first in the Leprechauns 
48-year history to compete on the national 
level, and also win a national title. In addition 
to the prestigious crown, the girls captured 
the Spirit of Sportsmanship Award.

Cheerleader Nicolette Devish injured 
her ankle in practice at Florida and was un-
able to compete in the championship, but that 
didn't stop the team, and they vowed to win 
the title for her, and the determined girls did 
just that.  The amazing teamwork and spirit 
they showed through this adversity earned 
them the nickname "The Dream Team."  

Jody Feola is the head coach, and her 
coaching staff includes assistant coaches 
Laurie Aich, and Amy Lembo.  The junior 
coaches are Kristen Aikens and Ashley 
Waresk, while Kelli VanNosdall is the team's 
cheer representative.  

The cheerleaders championship roster 
of talented 13-14 year old girls includes 
Courtney Aich, Ashley Bratton, Amanda 
Ciprich, Brianna Clyne, Rebecca Cortes, 
Nicolette Craig,  Elaina DellaFave, Nico-
lette Devish, Heather Doran, Jenna Feola, 
Victoria Fernandes, Chelsea Fernandez, 
Megan Fitzgibbons, Leah Fleming, Giana 
Galasso, Emily Geant, Emily Goldmann, 
Diamond Hargrove, Rachel Inverso, Juli-
anna Lembo, Megan McDonough, Natalie 
Mendez, Kaitlyn Passeretti, Brenda Pinto, 
Marsha Platon, Amanda Schurott, Brittany 
Taillefer, Danielle Traina, Kayla White and 
Victoria Woods.

Congratulations Leprechauns on a truly 
outstanding accomplishment! 

2008 All-Area Football
Coach George Najjar's talented Sayre-

ville Bombers finished (9-3), falling in the 
CJ Group IV championship game, 24-0 to 
powerful Brick Memorial.

Home News Tribune honored four 
Bombers by choosing them to the All-Area 
1st .  The players selected were: Tyler 
Danielsen, offensive lineman-he was in on 
over 50 tackles, recorded 8 sacks, and had 
3 fumble recoveries; James DeMild, wide 
receiver-pulled in 50 receptions for 597 
yards and 3 TD's; Javon Hodges-chosen as 
a defensive back, he also excelled at running 
back.  He rushed for 780 yards and 10 TD's, 
and as a receiver, he racked up 200 yards and 
a touchdown.  As a defensive back, he was 
in on approximately 50 tackles.  Hodges also 
averaged over 20 yards per kickoff return, 
and in addition, he returned punts.  Mike 
McLafferty, the Bombers star quarterback, 
was chosen as the 1st team punter.  While 
calling the signals for Sayreville, he passed 
for 976 yards and 8 TD's, and also rushed for 
361 yards and 2 touchdowns.  An exception-
ally fine punter, he averaged 40 yards per 
punt, with the longest 71 yards, and also 
landed five inside the 20.  Congratulations, 
Bombers on a most memorable season!

Eze Is #1
Sayreville's soccer superstar scoring-

machine, Kene Eze was chosen once again 
to Home News Tribune's All-Area 1st Team.  
A junior forward, he scored 24 goals, and 
was involved in 32 of the Bombers' 44 goals 
this season.  Eze is the All-Time scoring 
king in Bomberland, with a current total of 
72 goals!  Congratulations, Kene!

College Report
Former South Amboy Governors bas-

ketball standout, Mark Simko, has been used 
in the reserve role for Stockton.  A 5-10 frosh, 
he sported a 2.7 avg. in 8 games.  Another 
SA alum, Larry Lenahan, a 6-4 frosh at 
Centenary has scored 13 points and grabbed 
9 rebounds in 4 games.

Blum Awarded 
Scholarship

Kyle (Karl) Blum was the winner of 
the 2008 American Legion Scholarship 
Award.  He was a 3-year starter for American 
Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 of South 
Amboy, playing almost every position, and 
led the team in hitting with a fine .410 bat-
ting average.

This is the third year in a row for a Post 
#62 player to win the award, which is given 
by the league in recognition of leadership, 
sportsmanship and dedication to American 
Legion baseball.  Kyle is currently attending 
Arizona State.  Congratulations, Kyle!

Other winners were 2007-Jared Mun-
dy-Brookdale; 2006-Joe Bartlinski-Kean 
University.

SUPPORT
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Obituaries
Balka, Stephen L., 71, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 16.
Balon, Alfred J., 83, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 16.
Barfield, Marion L., 72, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 16.
Blando, Frank, 81, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 20.
Blondin, Frank H., 83, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 19.
Burghardt, Sister Mary Rose, 94, of 

Watchung died on Jan. 2.
Castellano, Frank "Rocky," 65, formerly 

of Morgan died on Jan. 2.
Conselyea, Eugene, 64, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 5.
Coppola, Phillis M., 92, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 25.
Drahos, Isabelle M., formerly of Morgan 

died on Dec. 13.
Fudge, Patrick A., 84, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 30.
Grote, David W., 53, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 10.
Hays, Dorothy A., 50, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 16.
Hubbard, Louise, 98, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 26.
Kahel, John T., 84, of Melrose died on 

Dec. 22.
Kipp, Robert G., 89, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 26.
Kjersgaard, Joan, 67, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 30.
Koester, Mary Ann Yanas (Beck), 68, 

formerly of Sayreville died on Jan. 6.
Lasko, Marion A. Pekarski, 79, of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 15.
Lasky, Edward, 81, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Nov. 29.
LaVigne, Geraldine "Gerri," 72, of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 5.
Lecki, Anna V., 97, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 31.
Leonard, Kevin, 61, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 5.
Masterson, Lewis A. "Mike," 80, of 

Sayreville died on Jan 6.
Mozdzen, Edmund "Uncle Mush," 75, 

of Sayreville died on Dec. 25.
Murphy, John K. "Jack," 81, of Morgan 

died on Dec. 26.
Pillar, Caroline A., 88, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 31.
Sivilli, William J., 77, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 12.
Solinski, Dorothy F. Mochen, 89, of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 31.
Suravalas, Calliope, 91, of Parlin died 

on Jan. 1.
Terracciano, Frank, 60, formerly of 

Parlin died on Dec. 27.
Wagner, Marie A., 70, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 3.
Wallace, Julienne, 85, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 19.
Wolff, Helen Miller, 88, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 20.
Wranovics, Adeline R. "Dolly," 80, of 

Parlin died on Dec. 24.
Zaczek, Raymond F., 78, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 28.
Zdan, Alex L., of Sayreville died on 

Dec. 25.
Zdichocki, Stanley E., 88, of Parlin 

died on Dec. 31.
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WWW?.

If you know what this picture is, you are truly amazing!  This is one of our toughest of all-
time.  Good luck!  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.

Mills Wins 
2008 WWW.? 
Championship

Avid SA Times reader, Marian Mills won 
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times 2008 
WWW.? championship by correctly identify-
ing the mystery picture in an unbelievably 
perfect 12 out of 12 months!  They weren't all 
easy photos either!  Estelle Pluskota finished 
a close second with 9 correct answers, and 
was followed by Mary Ann Matarangolo 6, 
W.T. Kross 5, Bob & Agnes Leslie 5, and 
Joe Madeline 4.  Congratulations to the Top 
5, and everyone who has submitted a guess 
to this very popular and fun contest!  Good 
luck in 2009!  

December's Winner
The December WWW.? was a real 

toughie, and Marian Mills was the only one 
of loyal SA Times readers to correctly iden-
tify the building as the Methodist/Episcopal 
Church on John Street, which was located 
across the street from H.G. Hoffman High 
School.  The building was demolished many 
years ago.

Five people, Betty Leveille, George 
Selover, Joe & Anne Lotkowictz, and Ginny 
Weisman from Alaska, had part of the an-
swer, guessing it was the Methodist Church.  
Agnes Leslie said that "The current Board 
of Education building was the church's rec-
tory," but she could not recall the name of 
the church.  Leveille mentioned that "In the 
late '40's, the South Amboy First Aid Squad 
rescued 2 painters that fell on the roof when 
they were painting the steeple." 

Dear Tom,
Finally I have the chance to tell you what 

a great newspaper you have!  I read it from 
beginning to end.  It was great to see my 
brother Bob in the last issue and your dad.  
Enclosed is my check for a gift subscription 
to him and his wife to enjoy your paper.

You Are The Best,
Janet Trinley Curran
South Amboy

Dear Tom,
Please find enclosed my $20 check for 

renewal of The SA Times.  It is so great to 
read about my old hometown!

Also, a special thank you to Henny The 
D.J.   I loved reading his article in the Dec. 
20 issue, "A True South Amboy Christmas 
Story."  For in this issue, he wrote about my 
dad, Bill Dill.  My dad would have been 80 
years old on Dec. 12.  It is so nice to know 
that he is still remembered.

Thank you for also mentioning my uncle 
Eddie "Whitey," "Uncle Yickie," who had 
sung a great "Going To Kansas City," and 
my uncle Leroy, for his loving songs that he 
sang to my Aunt Dorothy.

South Amboy will still always have a 
part of my heart.

Sincerely,
Susie Dill-Raba
(Formerly of South Amboy/Sayre-

ville)
Lillington, NC

Dear Tom,
Continued success and good luck with 

"The Times."
Don "Mickey" Czok
(Formerly of South Amboy/Sayre-

ville)
Barre, VT

Dear Tom,
Please renew my subscription.  Love the 

paper and pass it on to my two kids!
Sincerely,
Evelyn Check

(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Dear Tom,
Enclosed is a renewal check for the 

BEST newspaper anywhere!  You never seize 
to amaze us with the interesting articles about 
South Amboy and Sayreville history, plus all 
the current news.  Have a great 2009.

Joe & Marcella Madeline
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Tom,
Enclosed please find my check for 

my subscription renewal to The SA Times.  
Keep up the excellent reporting on the home 
front, and look forward to seeing you this 
coming summer.

Best Regards
Paul Ust
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Washington

Tom and Brian,
Great job on the newspaper!  I look 

forward to seeing it each month.  Enclosed 
is my renewal check.

Thanks,
Rich Servis Jr.
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Cherry Hill, NJ

Tom,
I enjoyed seeing the article about the 

Christmas balls from long ago.  I have 4, 
a gold, 2 blue, and a green.  I remember 
my father (William Kurtz, former State As-
semblyman, and Acting Governor) bringing 
them home one Christmastime, of course 
several of them are long gone.  I thought he 
brought them home from Semer's Hardware 
on Broadway.  I do treasure them, and bring 
them out each year.

Marlene Kurtz Barton
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Columbus, NJ

“You can do it!” my husband would 
always say to me whenever I mentioned 
my longing to write a cookbook.  “I have no 
time!” was my usual self-pitying reply.  “I 
know you can do it because it’s something 
you really want to do,” he’d tell me encourag-
ingly. “But what if I do all that work and it 
ends up laying in the bottom of my dresser 
drawer? I’d ask.  In that very masculine way 
a man has of looking at things, so different 
from a woman’s, he’d always say, “You’d at 
least know you did what you had wanted to 
do.”  So, I did.  “You Can Do It! The Budget-
Friendly Cookbook” is the result.

As everyone very well knows, our 
country has been going deeper and deeper 
into economic misery.  As the cost of living 
soars, so do foreclosures, bankruptcies, and 
credit card debt.  In November alone, more 
than ½ million Americans lost their jobs.  
That’s over ½ million people in just one 
month, and there are 12 months to a year.  
Those of us fortunate to have employment 
are often seeing little or no increases in our 
salaries, while our senior citizens living 
on Social Security benefits are tightening 
their belts even further.  Even the wealthy 
are feeling the pinch, as their stock invest-
ments get “lighter and lighter.”  What’s more 
frightening is the fact things aren’t going to 
get better anytime soon.

One of the major increases in the past 
year has been in the cost of food, and each 
week prices keep rising.  Yet, I’ve noticed 
the stars of the Food Network Channel keep 
promoting a cooking style, both on their 
shows and in their cookbooks, which is often 
so out-of-touch with these economically hard 
times. While most of their viewers are cut-
ting coupons and cutting back to make ends 
meet, the shows continue to use expensive 
ingredients in their recipes.  The high cost 
of food may not matter to them, but it surely 
does to the rest of us.

Knowing that it’s become a daily 
struggle for so many Americans to put a 
decent meal on the table is the reason I had 
wanted to write the cookbook.  In spite of 
the ever-increasing inflation, there is still a 
way to cook wholesome, delicious meals 
on a tight budget.  The way, of course, is 

the old way, as it had been done years ago 
when our mothers and grandmothers, who 
had never wasted anything, prepared the 
real “Comfort Foods,” using just simple, 
basic ingredients.  

There was, also, an ulterior motivation 
for me to write the cookbook, a way to com-
bine the two major passions of my life.  The 
love I have for cooking is only superseded by 
the love and compassion I feel for helpless 
animals.  Sadly, so many pets have been pay-
ing a high price during this harsh economic 
period.  While countless numbers of them 
are being dumped at over-flowing shelters, 
many are even cold-heartedly being left 
behind while their owners just move away.  
As I stated in my cookbook, any proceeds 
I may make will be shared, and gladly so, 
with non-profit organizations which help 
these poor animals. 

Since signing the contract with Pub-
lishAmerica in late October, I have learned 
they are “in the driving seat.” I was told the 
official date of release in stores is February 
1st, but at this time, I don’t know which 
stores that will be.  Since early December, 
the cookbook has been available on the 
PublishAmerica website.  Recently, by 
“googling,” I saw it’s also become avail-
able on the websites of Barnes & Noble, 
Amazon.com, Borders, Books-A-Million, 
and Target.  I even found it for sale in online 
bookstores in Australia, the UK, Germany, 
and Canada!!  It seems as though the book 
has gotten a life force of its own, while I’ve 
become just a bystander.  A limited supply 
of promotional copies will be for sale in 
Rosanne’s store, O’Ireland, as soon as the 
mailed books finally arrive.

Now, let me explain the “2 Cups of 
Milk” in the title.  Somehow, in the process 
of writing the cookbook, the amount of milk 
needed in the very first recipe was omitted.  
I honestly think it’s God’s way of keeping 
me from “getting a big head.”  So, if you 
want to make the Old-Time Vanilla Custard, 
don’t forget the 2 cups of milk!!

I wish you all a Blessed New Year, 
one in which you, too, will follow a special 
dream.

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted 
at siteseein526.com

By Elaine Scott2 CUPS OF MILK

continued on page 23
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Are You As Healthy As You're Designed 
To Be?

Dorland's medical dictionary defines 
health as "a state of optimal physical, mental 
and social well being, not merely the absence 
of disease and infirmity."  Our experience 
has shown that the majority of people in 
the world do not know what health really 
is.  Most are prepared to link up symptoms 
to health in that if they "feel well," they are 
healthy and if they are in pain, or have some 
kind of symptoms, they are sick.  It is our 
job to make you understand the meaning of 
true health.

Chiropractors understand that most 
Americans are brought up in a household 
that follows the "medical model."  It is our 
desire to educate you so that you will question 
your own past beliefs about health and search 
for the truth.  The truth to us (chiropractors) 
seems quite evident.  To the extent that your 
body is able to have a properly functioning 
nervous system without interference, that is 
the extent that you are healthy.  Remember 
that your nervous system controls every 
single function of the body.  In other words, 
symptoms are your body's alarm system, 
designed to inform you that you have some 
form of nerve interference that the body is 
not able to deal with on its own.

The avenue through which the body does 
all of this miraculous work is through the 
nervous system; it is the "electrical system" 
that joins the body together as a whole.  The 
inborn wisdom of your body completes all of 
the tasks necessary to sustain life by using the 
nervous system to communicate with every 
cell in your body.  No cell in your body is just 
floating around with its own ideas and how 
it wants to behave.  This organization in the 
body is so precise, that every cell functions 
in harmony with the ones around it in order 
to complete specific tasks.  This design al-
lows for no independent action.

We have discovered that if our nervous 
systems aren't expressing themselves per-
fectly, then our bodies will be functioning 
at less than 100%.  Enjoying health seems 
to be perceived by most as a privilege that is 
saved for the fortunate few, when in reality it 
should be experienced by the vast majority.  
I want you to realize that from this day forth, 
it is time to treat your health as the utmost 
priority, whether you are 1 minute old or 100 
years old.  We all only get one turn at life.  
It is my sincere desire to have you live that 
life with 100% health.  By eating correctly, 
exercising, getting enough sleep, drinking 
plenty of water, keeping your spine in correct 
alignment, and nervous system functioning, 
you will enjoy the greatest gift of all.  You 
are as healthy as you're designed to be.

On A Sunday 
Afternoon

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

c. 1994
There are moments when our lives seem 
so hectic
Never enough time for work or play
Some others may feel sad, bored or lonely
We beckon for a brighter, better day
Rest or fun and peace come none too soon
It seems on a Sunday afternoon
To the bakery for jelly buns and rolls
After church and Sunday papers set the 
stage
With loved ones or alone and anything 
goes
A day to release from the week's cage
Rest or fun and peace come none too soon
It seems on a Sunday afternoon
A stroll thru the park or a country car ride
Beach, bowling, baseball, brunch along 
the way
Couch potato, gardening, barbecue
But taking it easy on the Lord's Day
Rest or fun and peace come none too soon
It seems on a Sunday afternoon. 

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (732)

566-0281
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From The Sports Archives
The Local Sports Memory Machine

T.H.E. 
Game

Glory Days in
Local Sports

1968-Pictured is the talented Hoffman girls' varsity basketball team. In photo 
(l-r) is Micheline Havlusch, Ruth Bloodgood, Wendy Romer, Donna Carter, Jane Casterline, 
Coach Miss Search, Kathy Bouchard, Carolyn "Pinky" McCarthy, Janet Shaluha, 
Benita Formosa, Kathy Baranowski, Barbara Shackleton, Karen White.  Kneeling-Chris 
Zavodsky.

1971-Hoffman's Danny Paone breaks 
loose for a driving layup over two Mater Dei 
defenders.

1948-The Sayreville Bombers 
football club squeaked by Keyport, 
6-0, on a touchdown by Al "Crazy 

Legs" Draeger.  1956-Keyport 
hammered Hoffman, 86-62 in 

hardwood action.  The Guvs 
were paced by Frank Kitchen 18, Pat McCue 
14, and Bill Madeline 14 points.  1960-Joe 
Jankowski's free throw with 0:19 left gave 
St. Mary's a thrilling 52-51 victory over 
Red Bank Catholic.  He finished as the high 
scorer with 13 points.  1979-The Bombers' 
girls cross country team was led by Mary 
Jane Briody, who won 4 meets, Madelyn 
Noe won 3 meets, and they tied 5 times.  
Noe set a record at Middlesex County Col-
lege with a time of 18:34.  1984-The Eagles 
boys basketball squad destroyed Dunellen, 
75-50.  Joe Byrne pace the attack with 20 
points and 12 rebounds.  Jim Byrne scored 
14 and Randy Wilson 11 points.  1997-South 
Amboy girls basketball team walloped 
Woodbridge Tech, 79-35.  Kim Peterson 
topped the scoring parade with 14 points, 
followed by Kelly Brady 13, and Kristen 
English 11.  2002-Cardinal McCarrick beat 
Bishop Ahr, 68-61, as Meghan Langan set a 
record by blocking an unbelievable 21 shots, 
and scoring 15 points.  Kaitlyn Katko poured 
in 35 points for the Lady Eagles.  

Date-December 19, 1978
Sport-Basketball
Teams-St. Mary's (3-0) vs. Hoffman (0-3) 
in Game #1 of the City Series.
Recap-Frank Kuziemski connected on a 
beautiful jumper to give the Guvs a short-
lived 8-4 lead in the first quarter, and the 
basket also put him in the elite 1,000 point 
scoring club.  The Eagles were too much for 
the Purple & Gold, and won, 79-62, despite 
Kuziemski's heroics.  The Saints scoring 
attack was led by Danny Kudelka with 23 
points, Bill Howarth 15, Paul Fesckovics 
15, and Tom Duffy 10.  Kuziemski topped 
Hoffman with 19 markers, followed by Billy 
Lewis 16, and Jimmy Bright 15 points.
Co-MVP's-Kudelka and Kuziemski.

10 Years Ago
1999-Hoffman's All-Time leading 

scorer, Ed Behnen led the county with a 
25.8 scoring average, and was #2 in points 
scored with 543.

30 Years Ago
1979-Forward Joe Kolakowski  of South 

Amboy, became the 3rd player in Stockton 
State College history to score 1,000 points in 
his career.  In the second half on a fast break, 
Joe slam-dunked to achieve the milestone.  
Stockton lost a tough 68-62 overtime contest 
to nationally-ranked University of Maryland 
at Baltimore. 

80 Years Ago
1929-St. Mary's basketball team, under 

legendary Coach Charley Eppinger, finished 
(16-5).  The Eagles outscored opponents 
641-460, and connected on 125-312 from 
the foul line during the year.

The final scoring for the year: Capt. 
Johnny Grimes 203 points, Ed Carroll 142, 
Joe McGonigle 110, Lou Lagoda 78, Walling 
65, Fran "Red" Cleary 11, Sullivan 9, Mc-
Donnell 6, Coan 6, Switzer 4, Farrell 4, Lucitt 
3.  Joe Vail was the team's graduate manager, 
and Bill Bulman the scorekeeper.

Super Bowl MVP's
2008-Eli Manning 2007-Peyton Man-

ning 2006-Hines Ward 2005-Deion Branch 
2004-Tom Brady 2003-Dexter Jackson 
2002-Tom Brady 2001-Ray Lewis 2000-
Kurt Warner 1999-John Elway 1998-Terrell 
Davis 1997-Desmond Howard 1996-Larry 
Brown 1995-Steve Young 1994-Emmitt 
Smith 1993-Troy Aikman 1992-Mark 
Rypien 1991-Ottis Anderson 1990-Joe 
Montana 1989-Jerry Rice 1988-Doug 
Williams 1987-Phil Simms 1986-Richard 
Dent 1985-Joe Montana 1984-Marcus Al-
len 1983-John Riggins 1982-Joe Montana 
1981-Jim Plunkett 1980-Terry Bradshaw 
1979-Terry Bradshaw 1978-Randy White 
and Harvey Martin 1977-Fred Biletnikoff 
1976-Lynn Swann 1975-Franco Harris 1974-
Larry Csonka 1973-Jake Scott 1972-Roger 
Staubach 1971-Chuck Howley 1970-Len 
Dawson 1969-Joe Namath 1968-Bart Starr 
1967-Bart Starr.

Way Back When
1933-Four new bowling alleys opened 

at the South Amboy YMCA.  Master of 
Ceremonies at the event was Mayor Charles 
T. Mason.  Three special matches were 
featured.  Mit Clayton beat Bill Jenkins 
929-843, as Clayton had the high game of 
212.  Wortley defeated Grimstead 962-913.  
Wortley rolled a 223.  Cassio topped Cowan 
884-849.  Cassio got a 189.

In a matchup of local teams, the Night 
Hawks beat the Aces 2-1.  The Night Hawks 
featured Wortley, Benish, Morris, and Fox.  
Morris was high man with a 225.  The Aces 
lineup was Rynetz, Barber, Heindle, Jorchess, 
Anderson.  Heindle bowled a 212. 

Flashback:
1952-Seattle University's Johnny 

O'Brien poured in 37 points against Portland 
University, to set a new national collegiate 
scoring record, breaking George King's mark 
of 967.  In addition, he went on to become 
the first collegiate player to score over 1,000 
points in one season.

Those C.Y.O. Days
1966-St. Mary's C.Y.O. Basketball team 

opened the High School Division season in 
fine form, defeating Holy Trinity, 59-47, 
behind Bill McKain and Bob O'Leary, who 
scored 24 and 12 points respectively.  They 
made it two in a row by trouncing St. Thomas, 
61-32.  SM clobbered Corpus Christi, 56-18, 
as McKain scored 12.  Tom Downs fired 
in 18 points to lead the Blue & Gold to its 
fourth win in a row, by jolting a tough St. 
Joseph's of Carteret club, 56-51.

Osowski Won Scoring 
Crown

1965-Sayreville's superstar center, Jeff 
Osowski captured the county scoring title 
with 694 points, and also was #1 in scoring 
average with a 28.9 avg.

Super Bowl Champions
2008-New York Giants 2007-India-

napolis 2006-Pittsburgh 2005-New England 
2004-New England 2003-Tampa Bay 2002-
New England 2001-Baltimore Ravens 2000-
St. Louis 1999-Denver 1998-Denver 1997-
Green Bay 1996-Dallas 1995-San Francisco 
1994-Dallas 1993-Dallas 1992-Washington 
1991-New York Giants 1990-San Francisco 
1989-San Francisco 1988-Washington 1987-
New York Giants 1986-Chicago 1985-San 
Francisco 1984-L.A. Raiders 1983-Wash-
ington 1982-San Francisco 1981-Oakland 
1980-Pittsburgh 1979-Pittsburgh 1978-Dal-
las 1977-Oakland 1976-Pittsburgh 1975-
Pittsburgh 1974-Miami 1973-Miami 1972-
Dallas 1971-Baltimore Colts 1970-Kansas 
City 1969-New York Jets 1968-Green Bay 
1967-Green Bay.

Men's Basketball
1972-The South Amboy Men's Senior 

Basketball League featured 10 teams.  The 
final standings were: English Chevron 8-1; 
Mike's Corner 7-2; Far Out Trucking 6-3; 
Bay City Liquors 5-4; The Place 5-4; Hot 
Dog City 5-4; Pancho's Pilots 4-5; South 
Amboy A.A. 3-6; Mountaineer Construction 
1-8; The Halfway House 1-8.

George Krzyzanowski of English Chev-
ron took the scoring title with 195 points and 
a 21.6 avg.  Ed Paczkowski of South Amboy 
A.A. finished second in both categories with 
166 points, and a 20.6 avg.  Ray Downs of 
Mike's Corner was 3rd in total points with 
161.  Tom Holovacko finished 3rd in scoring 
average with an 18.2 avg. for The Place.

Stillwagon, Sibol Win 
MVP's

1976-In the Seniors-Faculty basketball 
games at Hoffman High School, the Faculty 
squeezed by the Senior boys team, 49-45, 
despite 18 points from Ron Stillwagon, who 
was presented the game's MVP award from 
Mr. Bill Beattie.

Mary Lou Sibol, chosen girls' Most 
Valuable Player, fired in 12 points to lead the 
Senior girls to a victory over the Faculty.  The 
final score was not reported in the May, 1976 
"Hoffman Hi-Lites" school newspaper.

Flashback: 1960
Bombers Win Group III Title

Coach John Gutkowski's Sayreville 
boys basketball team captured the school's 
first championship since 1954, by defeat-
ing a tough Neptune, 56-48, to win the CJ 
Group III crown.  Neptune led 15-13 after 
the first quarter, but Sayreville was on top, 
28-24 at the half, and opened the lead up to 
46-38 after three.  High-scoring ace, Bill 
Mandy led the Blue & Gray with 24 points, 
and he was followed by Joe Deerin 14, Fran 
Marchesi 8, Mike Osowski 7, Rich Mazur 
3 and Phillips 0.

Guvs Win Title
1936-Coach Eugene "Jimmy" Do-

brzynski in his first year as Hoffman High 
basketball coach, led the team to the CJ 
Group I championship.  Captain Pete Pavich 
was the leading scorer and received plenty 
of help from Henry Conroy, Frank Roberts, 
Lagoda, Post, Springle, Dobrzynski, Lons-
eth, Nicorvo, Newmark, Lewandowski, and 
Jensen.  Does anyone know the first names 
for these other players on the legendary '36 
team?  Please let us know.

Flashback: 1976
Hoffman Girls Finish 18-4

The Hoffman girls' basketball team 
under Coach Lynn Search turned in a superb 
(18-4) record, and captured the Central Jersey 
Valley Conference title with an (11-1) show-
ing.  Chris Dill, who became the school's first 
girl to score 1,000 points, led the Purple & 
Gold to the county tourney, where they fell 
to South Brunswick, and also bowed in the 
CJ Group I tournament to Keyport, ending 
an outstanding season.

Bombers Set Two 
Records

1985-Sayreville girls' basketball team 
set a new scoring record by shelling South 
Brunswick, 92-32.  In addition, Terry Lock-
wood set a new Sayreville record by ripping 
down 28 rebounds, to break the old mark 
of 27, which was set by Rhonda Rompola 
in 1978.  Lockwood also paced the scoring 
attack by pouring in 32 points.  She was fol-
lowed by Patti Cumber 16, Vanessa Carney 
13, and Laura Ortiz 13 points. 

The talented club under second-year 
coach Sherry Popowski finished at a fine 
(19-8).  Lockwood led the team in points-
392, scoring avg.-14.5, rebounding avg.-
14.5, blocks 20, steals 96, and averaged 3.6 
steals per game.  Patti Cumber was second 
in scoring with 332, 12.3, and averaged 12 
rebounds per game. Laura Ortiz notched 60 
steals; Lee Garbowski shot 64.7 on the free 
throw line.  Other key members included 
Lisa Grankowski, Rachelle Rompola, Mary 
Fedor, Shelly Mayernick, Chris Ioannides, 
Madelyn Clagg.

10 Years Ago
1999-Local Basketball Final Leaders

Boys-Sayreville 16-8; St. Mary's 13-10; 
South Amboy 9-12.

Points-Ed Behnen, SA 543 (2nd in 
county); Marcin Ziobron, Sayr. 345; Matt 
Martins, SA 306; Wilson Montero, SM 
289.

Scoring Avg.-Behnen 25.8 (#1 in 
county); Martins 16.1; Ziobron 14.3; Mon-
tero 13.6.

Girls-South Amboy 16-5; St. Mary's 
18-7; Sayreville 2-19.

Points-Kim Peterson, SA 354 (6th 
in county); Jacqui DuBois, SM 315; Lisa 
Halmo, Sayr 247; Kristen English, SA 
222; Kelly Brady, SA 212; Kaitlyn Katko, 
SM 181.

Scoring Avg.-Peterson 16.9; DuBois 
12.6; Halmo 11.8; Katko 11.3; English 11.1; 
Brady 10.6.     
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber 

Salt Water
It’s the Weeblemeister once again, wish-

ing you another good fishing year for 2009.  
Unfortunately, due to more harsh regulations, 
the outlook is not good for Fluke.  The At-
lantic Marine Fisheries Council is pushing 
for a coastwise size limit of 20 inches and 
a season from early May to September with 
a bag limit of 2 Fluke. The states can still 
set their own rules.  N.Y. over fished with 
20 1/2 inch size and 5 fish bag limit, Jersey 
also being guilty as per this governing body.  
A shorter season by a few days may be the 
hope for us. Sea Bass also goes up a half inch 
to 12 ½ inches too.  The Porgies in Federal 
waters now goes up to a foot long.

Mackerel and lot of Herring arrived just 
before the New Year, a little earlier than I 
predicted.  Fishing is good!! Get them while 
you can.  Blackfish are still good with a few 
big ones around and a 4 fish bag limit.  Ling 
and a few Cod are in the Mud Hole. Despite 
the brutal cold, some Stripers, mostly shorts 
are in the surf at IBSP & LBI.  Bluefish are 
gone.  Bay fishing for Bass is closed until 
March 1st.
Fresh Water

I tried fishing from the shore past the 
boat ramp at Round Valley two days before 
New Year’s.  Outside of soaking baits and 
putting up with the wind, all I did was put in 
time at the reservoir.  Ice fishing should start 
soon with constant cold weather.  Holdover 
Trout are still available.

Music At St. Mary's
On Sunday, Jan. 18th, at 4 p.m., St. 

Mary's Church, the Music At St. Mary's 
Concert Series will feature City Winds 
Trio, which consists of Flute, Oboe, and 
Bassoon.  The Trio has performed at many 
distinguished concert series throughout the 
East Coast, including New York City.  

In addition to performing chamber 
music from the traditional classical reper-
tory, the City Winds Trio also performs the 
ever popular Scott Joplin Ragtime concert.  
They also inspire children through their edu-
cational program, "Musical Innovations," 
which they perform at Montessori Schools 
and public libraries.  See City Winds Trio's 
website at : www.citywindsc.com.

Lincoln Pennies
Governor Corzine issued an executive 

order creating a commission to arrange 
events honoring the 16th president on the 
bicentennial of his February 12 birthday.  
The New Jersey State Library plans to raise 
money through Lincoln “Pennies for Peace” 
donations to help build schools and libraries 
in Pakistan.

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy 
will be one of the sponsors of this worldwide 
program.  Pennies for Peace was started by 
American mountain climber, Greg Morten-
son, author of “Three Cups of Tea,” who 
noticed that most students in the remote 
regions of Pakistan and Afghanistan did not 
have any supplies or a place to learn. When 
he returned to the US, he started Pennies 
for Peace.  

Becoming involved in Pennies for 
Peace enables our children, to become aware 
of people who struggle with poverty and 
illiteracy in a warring land.   So, stop by 
the Dowdell Library of South Amboy and 
contribute to your Lincoln pennies to this 
worthy cause!

Library hours are Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday 9 am – 8 pm; Wednesday and 
Friday from 9 am – 5 pm and Saturday from 
10 am – 4 pm.  For more information, contact 
the library at 732.721.6060 or comments@
dowdell.org

Help Soldiers
The Ladies Auxiliary of Post #4699, 

Veterans of Foreign Wars in Sayreville is 
looking for women who can knit cap liner 
for the soldiers in Iraq and overseas.  If 
interested, please call President Lorraine 
Rock at 609-448-2587.  She will send you 
instructions on how to knit the soldiers cap 
liner.

Spaghetti Dinner Sayreville Chapter 
#4853 A.A.R.P.

A.A.R.P. Sayreville Chapter #4853 
holds its meetings at the Sayreville Senior 
Center, Main Street on the 3rd Thursday 
of each month starting at 12 p.m.  There 
are different, informative speakers at each 
meeting.  Food and coffee are offered at 
reasonable prices.  Membership is only $5 
per year.  A.A.R.P.  welcomes new members 
at every meeting, so come to the next one, 
join, and make some new friends!

10 Years Ago
1999-Shirley Dill, president of the 

Sayreville Lady Dems was recognized for 
the Distinguished Woman of Achievement 
Award by the New Jersey Assembly.

South Amboy's Brian O'Connor, a 9th 
Degree Black Belt, was inducted into the 
Garden State Games Karate Hall of Fame.  

Our Lady of Victory Columbiettes is 
holding a Spaghetti Dinner on Friday, Jan. 
30th from 5-8 p.m. at Victorian Hall, 775 
Washington Rd., Parlin.  Cost is $10-adults, 
$5-children under 10 years old.  Meals 

include salad, spaghetti, meatballs, bread, 
coffee, tea and dessert.  For more informa-
tion, call Katie at 732-553-1898 or Diane at 
732-254-8896.
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The Red Oak Drive-In, is the new and very popular Parlin eatery featuring specialty hot 
dogs, as well as traditional diner food for breakfast, lunch and dinner, and a full ice cream 
selection of soft and hard ice creams.  See Red Oak's ad at bottom of page.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

From The Firefighters Archives

25 Years Ago-South Amboy firefighters are shown battling a house fire on Elm Street in 
South Amboy on April 9, 1984.  (Photo courtesy of Bob Pawlik; Photo by Adam Kierst)

50 Golden Years Of Roller Skating
By Jean Durnye

It was another night to remember at 
South Amboy Arena Rollermagic.  Well, 
over 500 people attended, with an honored 
visit by our Mayor John T. O'Leary to pres-
ent a 50-Year Proclamation to a business 
that has been run by the same family over 
these years, during good and tough times.  
Cameras were flashing constantly.  We know 
people took pictures of John & Jean Durnye 
with the Mayor, but no one has come up 
with them yet.  If you have one, please send 
it in.  That would be another major part of 
our history.

The music was all pre-selected and was 
great!  There were some of the best skaters 
on the (dance) skate floor you could ever 
see.  Old staff showed up, Club/Competitive 
skaters from years ago, professional skat-
ing teachers that have retired or moved on, 
along with Speed Skating coaches & skat-
ers from our past, and even Roller Hockey 
skaters showed up.  We had a large number 
of our regular families, beginners and great 
Roll-a-Round Shuffle/Jam skaters.  It was a 
really interesting mix.  Only thing, half the 
people were out on the floor, while the other 
half could not stop reminiscing of old times.  
We had people who told me they traveled 
2 hours, even 4 hours, and one that I know 
of, actually came up from Florida.  I also 
heard that some skaters could not get park-
ing spots, not realizing to park behind the 
rink, which is well lit, and across the street.  
Others came in and said they got lucky, just 
as they pulled in, a car pulled out.  People 
were coming and going all night long.  We 
even opened the doors and started skating 
at 5:30 rather than 6, expecting a large turn 
out.  Announcements were made all week-
end long and phone callers were told of the 
early opening.  Skaters ranged in age from 
2-3 years old to 78 years old.

Our program listed exhibitions by 3 
competitive skaters, however, we ended up 
with 5!  We could not list the USA World 
Dance Team, Lisa & Nicholas Borgese from 
Marlton, NJ, as they were in China, and were 
not sure if they could attend.  But, they did, 
and dance they did!  If you saw them skate, 
you would see that roller skating is very 
similar to ice skating, people don't realize 
that.  We also had Kristen Jordan and Lindsey 
Hinkel from Voorhees, Veronica Furman 
from West Milford, and Kate Michener from 
Havertown.  We were also honored with the 
presence of Chester Fried of South River, 
who is Director/Curator for the National 
Museum of Roller Skating.  He was so kind 
to bring out numerous antique roller skate 
paraphernalia for display.

Over 35 posters filled with pictures fol-
lowing thru from John Durnye in the Army, 
to a wedding photo of Marie & John with 

pictures of the 3 of us, Ronnie, Jeannie & 
Michael as young children, as they broke 
ground after 10 years of marriage.  Also all 
stages of rink additions and changes, staff 
pictures from 1958-2008, pictures of com-
petitions held here from 1959 thru hosting 
the final National Championships held in a 
roller rink in 1971, Speed Skaters, Roller 
Hockey Skaters, Artistic Skaters, church and 
school groups, and more.  We had books of 
pictures, catalogued, and on display, includ-
ing a book of photos taken during the 40th 
Anniversary, while a half hour tape of that 
party was shown on a large screen TV.

Admission was FREE, programs were 
FREE, every one received a favor as a re-
membrance, all the FREE cake and cookies 
went, along with FREE coffee and soft drinks 
compliments of Pepsi-Cola.

There was such a great interest that I 
have decided to run a "Reunion Skate" ever 
3-4 months.  Watch website www.Rollerma-
gic.com or call 732-727-1122, for constant 
updated info and get on our mailing list.  We 
are tentatively planning our next get-together 
for Monday evening, March 9, 2009 (Snow 
date March 10) from 6-10:30 (Our skaters 
wanted more time, they didn't want to leave), 
with an 80's Disco Dance theme, of course 
mixed in with some updated organ music 
for our seniors, who still come out, even at 
night.  They love to Sk8!  We'll also do a "Girl 
meets Guy, Advance Couples Skate," where, 
during couples, when the whistle blows, the 
guy advances to the next girl.  There will be 
numerous special skate numbers that will be 
fun and interesting for all skaters.

By the March Party, we plan to have all 
those pictured posters on the wall for display, 
covered with plexi-glass as a permanent 
history for all to see. 

Boy Scout Troop 95, "Home of the Eagle Scouts," sponsored by Sacred Heart Church, 
announces its newest Eagle Scout, Mack Russell (c), attained the rank of Eagle on Dec. 
8th.  Mack's father, Russell (l) and Scoutmaster Marty Ruszala (r) proudly look on.  Ralph 
Resignato attained the Eagle rank last January.  Mack became the 64th Eagle in Troop 95's 
66-year history to accomplish this feat.  Congratulations Mack and Ralph!
(Photo/Info Courtesy of Boy Scout Troop 95)

Letters
Continued from page 19

Hello,
In the Dec. 20th issue, you had a photo 

of an "old fashioned Christmas ball from 
about 1948.  I am happy to tell you that I also 
still have a few of these same ones.  Here is 
a little bit of information that I know about 
these ornaments.

Back in the late 1940's and early '50's, 
I worked in Perth Amboy with a woman 
from South Amboy by the name of Joanne 
(Hess) Riley (now deceased).  She would 
bring in these Christmas balls to our office 
to sell and/or take orders.  The balls were 
made by her sister's father-in-law, whose 
name was Lobycz.  He also made very large 
Christmas balls, which I still also have.  Hope 
this information helps.

Marie Grankowski, Sayreville
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